Take a tour of imperial watering 
holes. 
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Sheng Zhaohong resigns at 
55 as a department director of 
China Unicom to start his own 
business. 

Page 9 



World Cup 2002 fever builds at 
the Great Wall, courtesy of a familiar 
face. 
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Desert 

Vents 

Fury 

But city ready 
and waiting 








By Alicia Xiao 

This time, they were ready. The meteorologists had predicted a 
yellow sand cloud would envelope the city on Wednesday. 

Envelope the city it did, cutting visibility to less than 100 meters. 

“It is the most intensive and longest sandstorm to hit North China 
this spring, and possibly the strongest one in the past 10 years,” said 
Li Yanxiang, chief weather forecaster of the China Central Meteorologi- 
cal Station. 

Experts said storms might come again in April. “Actually, sand- 
storms cannot possibly be avoided as a 200,000-square-kilometer des- 
ert extends from Hebei Province to Inner Mongolia,” said Ma Wenyuan, 
an expert in counter-desertification studies. 

As their national leaders took center stage, Beijing Meteorological 
Observatory officials could sit back and breathe a sigh of relief. 

Last year’s 10 millimeter snowstorm, the “December 7 Gridlock” 
had caught the whole city off guard. But the apocalyptic skyline that 
greeted Beijingers on Wednesday came as no surprise. 

The serious sandstorm has swept Gansu, Inner Mongolia, Ningxia, 
Shanxi, Shaanxi, Hebei, Beijing and Tianjin in northwest and north Chi- 
na since Tuesday, affecting an area of 1.4 million square kilometers. 

Three sandstorm warnings have been consecutively made by the 
China Central Meteorological Station this spring, the most ever in a 
single year. 

In some areas of northwest China, the sandstorm even reduced vis- 
ibility to zero. At the same time, the temperature in Gansu province’s 
Hexi Corridor dropped sharply by 12 to 19 degrees Celsius. Snow fol- 
lowed. 

Few pedestrians could be seen in Beijing’s streets on Wednesday, 
but the number of traffic policemen was increased, to ensure that the 
expressways and airport remained in operation. 

Along with the storm warnings, the municipal government and in- 
formation service departments took emergency measures to minimize 
the damage from the flying sand. 

An emergency circular was issued to stop outside work in elevated 
areas, and construction sites were warned to be effectively covered, 
according to the Municipal Construction Commission. 

No serious accidents were reported as the local traffic administra- 
tions increased supervision. The storm did not affect takeoffs and 
landings at the Capital Airport, although the visibility in certain areas 
of Beijing was no more than 100 meters. 

Experts from the State Bureau of Environmental Protection said 
the sandstorm originated from the desert in the northwest of Mongo- 
lia. Although the cold air brought some rainfall to Beijing Wednesday 
morning, which helped to control local dust, it failed to stop the strong 
sandstorm. 

“The successful forecast of the storm was due to the combined ef- 
forts of the nationwide sandstorm monitoring and warning network. 
Remote sensing supervision from satellites also helped a great deal,” 
said Li Yanxiang. 

Although the meteorological department had forecast the sand- 
storm on Tuesday and warned citizens to prepare for it , many people 
were still shocked by the yellow sky on Wednesday morning. 

Wang Hongsheng, a citizen living in Beijing for more than 60 years, 
said such weather had seldom been seen in the city in recent years. “I 
remember seeing such sandstorms in the old days.” 

The sandstorm weather in Beijing has decreased in recent years. 
According to the records of the Beijing Meteorological Archives Cen- 
ter, the average number of sandstorms per year was 31.1 in the 1 950s, 
16.5 in the 1970s, 12.3 in the 1980s and only 5.3 in the 1990s. There- 
fore, compared to the 1950s, sandstorms have hit the capital only one- 
sixth as frequently as in the past. 

( See Sandstorm Concerns Foreign Residents, page 2 ) 


Storm Comes Late 

Not keeping to its regular schedule , the storm did not hit 
Beijing during the two-week annual sessions of China’s top 
legislative and political advisory bodies , which lasted until 
mid-March. 

Stable weather conditions and the absence of strong winds 
explain the late arrival of storms this year, said Zhang Guo- 
cai, director of the National Meteorological Center. 

Other experts disagree however. Ma Wenyuan, an expert 
in counter-desertification studies, attributes the late coming 
sandstorms to the warm winter. 

The strong wind that blew on March 15 and 16 brought the 
year’s first dusty weather in north China, but the chill factor 
was not strong enough to cause a serious sandstorm, he added. 

Forestation is by far the most effective means to prevent 
or reduce their occurrence, say experts. China has a plan to 
curb desertification in ten years by reining in sands, planting 
trees, reclaiming more farming land and preserving pastures 
in north China. 

Beijing has also decided to speed up construction of more 
“ green screens” to fend off sands coming from the northwest. 

(Xinhua) 


Forbidden City to Restore Forgotten Former Splendor 


By Miao Yajie 

A forbidden zone of the 
Forbidden City will open to 
tourists after a six-year, 700 
million yuan facelift is com- 
pleted in 2008. 

The management author- 
ities plan to renovate the 
582-year-old buildings in ar- 
eas already closed to the pub- 
lic before the 2008 Olympics. 
But tourism business will 
continue unaffected, accord- 


ing to the latest press release 
from the State Cultural Rel- 
ics Bureau and the Palace 
Museum. 

Wuying Hall is the first 
site for restoration. As prob- 
lems arise during renova- 
tion, experts will evaluate 
and solve problems with one 
eye to the whole project. The 
Wuying Hall, Cining Palace 
and Shoukang Palace on the 
west side of the Forbidden 


City are the early targets 
for experts arguing over the 
blueprint details. 

“The colored paintings on 
the Wuying Hall were done 
during the Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911),” said Jin Hon- 
gkui, deputy director of the 
Department for Protection of 
Cultural Heritage from the 
bureau. 

“If we get rid of the paint- 
ings totally and repaint it, 


it won’t take long. But that’s 
definitely not the case with 
repairing ancient architec- 
ture.” 

Wuying Hall is on the 
same horizontal line to the 
west of the Gate of the Su- 
preme Harmony. The Collec- 
tion of Books Ancient and 
Present was compiled in this 
hall in the 17 th century. The 
Cining Palace and Shoukang 
Palace were residential ar- 


eas for empress dowagers and 
concubines in the Qing Dy- 
nasty. 

The State Cultural Relics 
Bureau also confirmed ru- 
mors of an underground exhi- 
bition hall. No further details 
were available. The fire con- 
trol system, security system, 
the drainage, electricity and 
heating systems will also be 
redesigned and improved. 
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Sandstorm Concerns Foreign Residents 


The sandstorm sweeping 
northern China has aroused the 
concern of many foreigners living 
in the city, who are appealing for 
better international cooperation 
to deal with the sand. 

“This is the most severe sand- 
storm I have ever seen in China. 
As far as I know, the situation was 
even worse decades ago. A sand- 
storm coming from Siberia and 
Mongolia can even affect North 
America,” said Bruce J. Eichman, 
Chinese manager of Raytheon 


International Inc.. 

He said joint efforts should be 
taken to transform desert areas 
and to plant trees in order to min- 
imize the effects of sandstorms. 

“I was a bit excited when I 
first saw the sandstorm here, but 
when I crossed the road, I felt 
the strength of the wind. A layer 
of sand covered the car when I 
walked near. Maybe I should wear 
a mask next time I go out,” said 
Phan Mau Tien, general manager 
of Vietnam Airlines Beijing office. 


He said a sandstorm warn- 
ing system should be set up to 
remind citizens of necessary pre- 
cautions. 

“The sandstorm in 2000 
impressed me,” said Mario Alzug- 
aray Rodriguez, second secretary 
of Cuban Embassy in China. 

“I heard some southern Chi- 
nese provinces were also affected 
by the sandstorm. During the 
storm, I tried to stay in the office, 
avoiding outdoor activities,” said 
Mario. 


The worsening environment 
was a common international 
issue, said Isabel Ramallo, press 
and information officer for the 
delegation of the European Com- 
mission of the European Union 
(EU) in China. 

She said the EU was willing 
to tackle the issue together with 
China. 

In recent years, foreign com- 
panies such as Volkswagen have 
planted trees in the suburbs of 
Beijing, hoping to create a much 


greener city. Most foreign resi- 
dents show the same concern for 
the environment as local Beijing 
people. 

“Harsh reality tells us that 
economic development cannot be 
based on the sacrifice of the 
environment. On the contrary, 
economic growth should provide 
material support for the environ- 
ment,” said Richard Liu, chief 
representative of the Canadian 
Tourism Commission in China. 

(Xinhua) 


Gas 

Tears 

By Shan Jinliang 

A US medical expert 
weeps before the vic- 
tims wall in Yiwu City of 
Zhejiang Province. 

Mark Fa Lan Zi Bu Lao 
[pinyin] and US histo- 
rian Xie Er Dun [pinyin] 
Harris conducted the 
first international sys- 
tematic and professional 
research on the Japa- 
nese gas war in China. 

They went to Jinhua 
and Quzhou of Zhejiang, 
to collect their evidence , 
escorted by Wang Xu an, 
director of a delegation 
of gas war victims. 

Other scholars of 
Shanghai and Nanjing 
colleges also travelled 
with the duo. 

The gas war by Jap- 
anese is estimated to 
have caused 60,000 Chi- 
nese deaths since Octo- 
ber 1940. 

The Americans will 
make a report to interna- 
tional human rights and 
medical organizations. 

(Xinhua Photo) 



Economist Questions Domestic Aviation Insurance 


By Xiao Rong 

After a famous economist ques- 
tioned the colossal profit of avia- 
tion insurance on Tuesday, Beijing 
Youth Daily conducted an investi- 
gation into his claim. 

Domestic passengers in China 
are usually told to pay an extra 
20-yuan premium when buying 
an airplane ticket. However, it 
was discovered that an airplane 
ticket already includes aviation 
insurance, but few passengers are 
told of this. 


Mao Yushi, the economist, 
questioned the colossal profit 
gained through this extra fee. 

“With about 80 million airplane 
passengers in the last two years, 
the sales volume totals a stagger- 
ing 1.6 billion yuan. Since there 
haven’t been many serious domes- 
tic accidents during this time, the 
gross profit may amount to as 
much as 1.4 billion yuan,” said 
Mao. 

Passengers who fly domesti- 
cally have a maximum insurance 


indemnity of seventy thousand 
yuan from the insurance included 
in their tickets, according to State 
Council stipulations . For interna- 
tional airlines, a maximum insur- 
ance indemnity of one hundred 
thousand dollars is required by 
the Warsaw Treaty. Though China 
has already joined the Warsaw 
Treaty, only international airlines 
follow the practice, said an inter- 
national aviation expert. 

Most passengers agreed with 
Mao’s view that the aviation 


insurance, though advisable to 
buy, should be explained more 
clearly. 

Some insurance experts, how- 
ever, expressed opposite ideas. 
“Most of the profit of insurance 
companies actually goes to insur- 
ance funds which are the basis 
of insurance indemnities. Once an 
aviation disaster happens, most 
of the funds of the company will 
have to be used up,” said Hao 
Yansu, professor of the Central 
Financial University. 


Other experts hold the view 
that insurance plans and services 
should fully consider the interests 
of consumers and remain open to 
the public. 

“It is acceptable that insurance 
companies should earn money and 
put certain profits into their funds, 
but that doesn’t mean they should 
violate market rules. The accumu- 
lation of insurance funds depends 
not on a monopoly but on improv- 
ing management efficiency,” Mao 
emphasized. 


Sleep Survey Awakes You 


By Xiao Rong 

A Sleep Epidemiological Survey kicked 
off in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and 
Hangzhou yesterday, March 21 - World 
Sleep Day. 

Aiming to increase public awareness on 
sleep quality as well as on diagnosis and 
treatment of insomnia, the 
survey is an important part 
of an international project 
to be carried out in over 
20 countries and regions. It 
was initiated last year by 
the International Founda- 
tion for Mental Health and 
Neuroscience. 

Under the sole spon- 
sorship of Hangzhou 
Sanofi-Synthelabo Minsh- 
eng Pharmaceutical Co., 

Ltd. and the support of Chi- 
nese Medical Association, 
the survey is the first of its 
kind in China for the World 
Sleep Day. 

A total of 10,000 people 
in the four cities will be surveyed, covering 
one fifth of the total samples worldwide. 
Pedestrians, patients outside various clin- 
ics and any volunteers are welcome to fill 
out the questionnaire. 

Wangfujing, Zhongguancun, Xizhimen 
and Shuang’an Market will be the first 
sites in the capital where the questionnaire 
is distributed. 

The survey, based on two world-rec- 
ognized professional tests, has questions 


on working conditions, routine sleep, ways 
to solve sleep disorder, medical treatment 
to insomnia, physical responses and self 
assessment. 

All the statistics will be put in a global 
database of sleep conditions, and the out- 
come is to be announced by the third quar- 
ter of this year. 

Besides the sleep survey, 
educational programs on 
sleep and health, like free 
consultation for the public 
to communicate with spe- 
cialists, will also be orga- 
nized in the four cities. 

“We choose Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou and 
Hangzhou as our targeted 
cities in China because 
they boast rapid economic 
development, which conse- 
quently brings about more 
pressure on modern people 
and may affect their sleep 
quality,” Mr. Ivan Tjong- 
A-Hung, marketing direc- 
tor of Sanofi-Synthelabo Co, told Beijing 
Today. 

He added that the four cities are con- 
sisted of inhabitants of diversified origins, 
which are advantageous for the survey. 

“The theme of this World Sleep Day is 
‘Open your Eyes to Sleep’, so that most of 
the people worldwide can realize the impor- 
tance of sleep to our health,” said Ms. Zong 
Shujie, vice president and secretary gen- 
eral of Chinese Medical Association. 



The logo of the 2002 World 
Sleep Day 


Students Take Off 
to Space Camp 


By Zhao Hongyi 

All six students and their teacher 
from the High School Affiliated to Beijing 
University will fly to Britain on March 
24 to attend “Space School, UK” at the 
University of Leicester for one week. 

Thanks to School Links, a cultural 
exchange project operated by the Cul- 
tural & Education Section of the British 
Embassy in Beijing, the students will 
learn about space science and partici- 
pate in realistic space activities, includ- 
ing a simulated space mission at the 
Challenger Learning Center attached to 
the UK’s National Space Center. The 
Center is one of the top research and 
development establishments for remote 
sensing and radio telescopes, two fields 
where Britain is a center of excellence. 

The British Council, which operates 
in China as the Cultural & Education 
Section of the British Embassy, held 
a sending off ceremony in Beijing on 
March 18. 

“I am sure that this trip will play an 
important impact on our lives and future 
careers, though it’s hard to say how, 
right now,” said Yu Qianmeng. “Maybe 
someday in the future I will go to study 
in Britain, who knows?” 

“Of course it is great to have such a 
chance to visit the center and have com- 
munication with British students face to 
face in Britain!” added A Geruo, a Mon- 
golian boy who was both shy and excited 



The six students hold their self- 
designed trip flag at the sending 
off ceremony held by the British 
Embassy in Beijing 

Photo By Ayi 


at the same time. 

The students who complete the visit 
and learning course will be invited 
to join the Friends of Space School 
(FOSS), a Space School Alumni organi- 
zation, which enables students world- 
wide to keep contacts and make life-long 
friends. 

“We are currently helping the Beijing 
Planetarium to build a Space School in 
Beijing to attract students worldwide to 
visit, study and communicate with their 
mates in China,” said Keith Davis, First 
Secretary and British Council Deputy 
Director in the British Embassy in 
Beijing. 


Down Under Beijing 

By Wang Dandan 

Most people have heard 
about the massive network 
of tunnels under the capital, 
which were dug for military 
use in the 1960s. Until 
recently, no one knew for sure 
how extensive the tunnel 
system was. 

So after five months of inves- 
tigation by the Beijing Munici- 
pal Government, experts have 
found 20,740 underground 
tunnels with an area equal 
to that of the city of Beijing 
(above ground) in 1950. 

After investigating, the gov- 
ernment has set up an individ- 
ual file for every tunnel, and 
designated a person responsi- 
ble to manage it. In addition, 
the government is working on 
a computer software system 
to regulate the underground 
area. The system will be linked 
with the Beijing Municipal 
Security Management Office. 
They are also starting to set up 
specific underground regula- 
tions. Presently, 2,768 tunnels 
have problems with fire pro- 
tection and security. Some of 
them are even used as illegal 
businesses and residences. 

Life Insurance 
Faces New Rules 

By Wang Dandan 

Beijing Insurance Supervi- 
sion Association will launch 
five regulations regarding life 
insurance, said Song Peng, 
press release manager of the 
association. 

The association has five 
regulations: 

1. Any life insurance com- 
panies in Beijing should reg- 
ister at the association before 
they start a new type of insur- 
ance. 

2. It is prohibited to use 
exaggerated descriptions of 
life insurance profits on the 
advertisement. It is also 
important to indicate clearly 
to the purchasers the risks of 
purchasing the new type of 
insurance if there is any. 

3. Life insurance companies 
should state in the contract 
how much of the premium 
will be returned to the pur- 
chaser, if the insurance is can- 
celled. They should also state 
clearly the responsibilities of 
each party. 

4. Companies must strive 
to improve the insurance 
employees’ professional skills 
and ethics. 

5. Beijing’s insurance indus- 
try will start to blacklist those 
employees who deliberately 
mislead customers, which will 
rend the person unemployable 
in the industry. 

Online Diploma to 
be Improved 

By Xiao Rong 

A photo recognition func- 
tion will be added to China’s 
first higher education diploma 
online registration and verifi- 
cation system. 

The system, aiming to 
prevent forged certificates, 
enables prospective employ- 
ers to double check employ- 
ee’s credentials by entering 
their names and registration 
numbers into an online data- 
base of universities nation- 
wide. 

Forgers can still cheat the 
system, however, by using gen- 
uine graduates’ information 
to fabricate diplomas with 
their own photos. This flaw 
has made the system sus- 
pect, since the website’s last 
December launch. 

The improvement requires 
both color photos and ID 
card numbers of graduates to 
be registered on-line together 
with the original diploma 
information to minimize the 
possibility of the above-men- 
tioned forgery. 

A total of 4 million higher 
education diplomas will be 
registered on-line this year, 
according to the Ministry of 
Education. Over 13 million 
graduates from the last ten 
years have yet to be regis- 
tered. 
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Wall’s and Nestle 
Gear up for 
Summer Campaign 

By Xiao Rong 

Wall’s China, an ice cream 
producer, announced a 150-mil- 
lion-yuan investment in brand 
promotion at its 2002 product 
promotion conference Monday. 

“We are very confident about 
the potential of the Chinese 
ice cream market. Our consum- 
er-oriented and innovation-fo- 
cused policy is sure to further 
increase our market share,” 
said Peter ter-Kulve, general 
manager of Walls China. 

Wall’s sales volume in- 
creased by 60% in Beijing last 
year and 200% in the Shang- 
hai area. The five Wall’s chain 
stores also gained wide popu- 
larity in the two cities. 

When asked to comment 
on the recent bankruptcy of 
Beijing Meadow Gold, once one 
of the top local ice cream pro- 
ducers, Kulve said he was sad 
to hear the news and attribut- 
ed the company’s failure to lack 
of innovation. 

“It’s through persistent in- 
novation and quality strategies 
that Wall’s has played a lead- 
ing role in instant consuming 
products,” he emphasized. 

A series of new flavors have 
been added this year to Wall’s 
top sellers Magnum, Paddle 
Pop, Cornetto and Carte D’or, 
to suit Chinese consumers’ 
tastes. 

Also on Monday, Nestle, an- 
other ice cream giant, promoted 
its 2002 series of new products 
targeted at Chinese tastes. 

Both companies emphasize 
the importance of innovation 
in the long-term market com- 
petition. 

R&D and advertising are 
the other main focuses for 
Wall’s, besides product inno- 
vation. A total of 150 million 
yuan will be poured into the 
two fields, 50 million more 
than last year. 

“It’s a good thing for both the 
ice cream giants to value cus- 
tomer tastes, for we always wel- 
come new flavors, and we can 
really look forward to a cool and 
delicious summer,” said Miss 
Jiang, an ice cream lover. 

Discovery Channel 

Negotiating 

for 24-7 Coverage 

By Yang Xiao 

Neville Meijers, vice-pres- 
ident and managing director 
of Discovery Networks Asia, 
said in Beijing Tuesday that 
Discovery Channel is negoti- 
ating with the State Admin- 
istration of Radio, Film and 
Television (SARFT) on the 
possibility of broadcasting its 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week (24-7) programs in the 
Pearl River Delta. “We have 
to say our negotiation is at an 
elementary stage,” said Mei- 
jers. 

The two media giants AOL- 
Time Warner and News Corp 
received permission to broad- 
cast to the region last year. 
Currently there are a number 
of foreign media groups ne- 
gotiating with SARFT for ac- 
cess to the Chinese market. 

Discovery Channel has 
reached agreements with 22 
provincial-level TV stations 
on broadcasting its programs 
one or two hours a day. Ac- 
cording to current policies, 
foreign 24-7 TV programming 
is not permitted in China. 

At the press conference, 
Discovery Networks Asia 
launched its New Film Mak- 
er Plan, which aims to find 
young directors with poten- 
tial. Discovery will choose six 
winners in the Chinese main- 
land, SAR and Macao. The 
winners will receive a two- 
day training course in Singa- 
pore and about 180,000 yuan 
to make a 30-minute docu- 
mentary film. 

Anyone interested in apply- 
ing can send an E-mail includ- 
ing a proposal for a documentary 
to Nicole_lee@bj.bm.com before 
5pm, April 20. For more 
information, visit 

www.china.discoveiy.com. 
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HP-CPQ Merger Gets Go-ahead 

Shake-up for Beijing Senior Management 


By James Young 

HP CEO Carly Fiorina an- 
nounced a narrow victory Tues- 
day after a bitterly fought 
shareholder vote on the ac- 
quisition of Compaq Computer. 
As expected, Compaq Computer 
shareholders approved the deal 
the next day. 

Before the news was an- 
nounced in Beijing, there were 
media reports that both presi- 
dent of HP China Cheng- Yaw 
Sun and Compaq’s managing di- 
rector Alex Lee had resigned. 

Lee maintains that his resigna- 
tion is not related to the merger, tell- 
ing the press that he “just wanted 
to further his career development.” 
His duties have been temporarily 
taken over by Philip Yu, president 
of Compaq Greater China division. 
Yu says he has no idea who the new 
chief will be, but admits that the 
merger will certainly lead to some 
human resources “adjustments.” A 
number of employees have already 
resigned. 

Meanwhile Southern Metro- 
politan News reported that HP’s 
Cheng- Yaw Sun had quit. After 
several hours HP denied the ru- 
mor. It said there had been no 
change in the senior manage- 
ment team, though the merger 
was expected to cause layoffs of 
around 15,000 people worldwide. 
HP and Compaq intend to set up 
a committee to resolve the hu- 
man resource integration. 

Fiorina, who staked her job on 
the merger, told a press conference 
in California after the HP share- 
holder meeting to vote on the $20 
billion deal that the margin of vic- 
tory was “slim but sufficient.” 

The new company will have 
more than $80 billion in revenue 
and sell everything from PCs and 


printers to large computer serv- 
ers to better compete with No. 1 
computer maker IBM. 

Walter Hewlett, son of HP 
founder Bill Hewlett , said imme- 
diately after the vote that the race 
was too close to call and the results 
would not be known for weeks. A 
spokesman for Hewlett, who bit- 
terly opposed the merger, later put 
the margin of victory at less than 
half a percentage point. 

An ebullient Compaq CEO Mi- 
chael Capellas said in a confer- 
ence call after the meeting that 
shareholders appeared to have 
voted 9-to-l in favor of the deal, 
adding that soon the heavy lift- 
ing of putting the two companies 
together would begin. 

Compaq alone spent slightly 
more than $50 million on merg- 
er-related expenses in the past six 
months. “There was a lot of adver- 
tising,” Capellas said. Sources esti- 
mated that HP may have spent up 
to $100 million on the project. 

HP’s stock has fallen 19 per- 
cent since the merger was first 
announced on September 3, while 
Compaq shares have dropped 10 
percent. IBM shares rose seven 
percent in the same period. The 
drop in HP stock has brought the 
value of the deal down from the 
original $25 billion. 

The companies will have to wait 
to begin their integration, however, 
while the final votes are tallied. The 
two firms counting the ballots must 
check the votes of some 900,000 
stockholders, many of whom could 
have voted more than once. 

On Tuesday, Compaq gained 
78 cents to $11.14 while HP fell 
45 cents to $18.80. With HP at 
that level, the deal terms imply 
Compaq shares should trade at 
$11.89. 



HOME APPLIANCE IND USTRY 

DVD Makers Challenged by Overseas Giants 


By Wang Dandan 

The European Union an- 
nouncement of plans to slap a 
$20 patent fee on each Chinese 
Digital Video Disc (DVD) player 
has shaken up the local indus- 
try. 

The EU’s move stems from a 
decision by Phillips, one of the 
developers of DVD technology, to 
take action against DVD prod- 
ucts worldwide for which pat- 
ent fees have not been paid. In 
China, there are over 100 DVD 
manufactures licensed to export 
DVD players to the EU. Phillips 
says that in accordance with Eu- 
ropean Parliament bill 3259/94, 
which covers goods that im- 
pinge on intellectual property 
rights, it had applied to several 
EU member countries to confis- 
cate DVD players and related 
products containing unlicensed 
parts. 

As early as June 1999, six 
companies; Hitachi, Panasonic, 
Mitsubishi, Times-Warner, Toshi- 
ba and JVC formed a “DVD Pat- 
ent Alliance “ known as 6C. The 
group said that any manufactur- 
er that used core technologies 
owned by its members should 

AVIATION INDUSTRY 

Business 

By Yang Xiao 

With the U.S. economy show- 
ing signs of recovery, some major 
airline companies are looking to 
resuming business in China. Sid- 
ney Kwok, General manager of 
United Airlines (China), Monday 
announced the resumption of the 
daily non-stop Beijing-Chicago 
service, which was suspended in 
early February. 

Kwok said the route, which 
prior to the September 11 terror- 
ist attack accounted for one third 
of the company’s business in the 


purchase the patent from 6C. 
They say the announcement is 
reasonable and non-discriminat- 
ing; pointing out that it applies 
to all countries, not only China. 
Problem lies in fees stan- 
dard 

In response to the announce- 
ment, the Ministry of Infor- 
mation Industry and China 
Audiovisual Association orga- 
nized a meeting on DVD intellec- 
tual property rights in Shanghai. 
Over 20 leading domestic DVD 
player manufacturers attended. 

Manufacturers attending the 
meeting all agreed they should 
pay a patent fee, as China 
has already entered the WTO 
and should abide by interna- 
tional rules; however they dis- 
agreed over the standard of the 
fee, which they argued was too 
high. 

According to an announce- 
ment 6C made in 1999, DVD 
manufacturers should pay 0.4% 
of the net selling price of each 
DVD and $0.75 per DVD disc. 
This equates to at least 100 - 
200 yuan (12 -$25) per player. 
The sudden increase will have 
a serious impact on the DVD 


Chinese mainland, “will be rein- 
stated on April 7, and will offer 
even better connections for trav- 
elers in China.” The Beijing-Chi- 
cago service will depart Beijing 
daily at 4:35pm, arriving in Chi- 
cago at 4:35pm, the same time on 
the same day. 

The September 11 terrorist at- 
tack had a dramatic impact on 
United. Two of the airline’s planes 
were among those hijacked. Fol- 
lowing the attack, headquarters 
announced a cut of 20,000 em- 
ployees, and began cutting or sus- 


market, said Xu Guofu, deputy 
director of Jinzheng DVD Com- 
pany. 

Who should pay the patent 
fee? 

According to Xu, DVD pro- 
duction is an industry chain. 
Nearly all domestic core parts 
of DVD players are imported. 
When Chinese companies pur- 
chased these core parts, they 
were not told that they should 
pay another patent fee, so 6C 
should demand the companies 
that supply the core parts to pay 
the fee. 

Even so, most local companies 
consider the problem to be in the 
fee standard and have already 
entrusted the China Audiovisual 
Association to negotiate a more 
reasonable price with 6C. 

Levy points to lack of core 
technologies in domestic 
companies 

China is the largest DVD 
manufacture in the world, with 
over 4 million units of DVD play- 
ers sold in 2001. This year the 
number is expected to reach 8 
million, accounting for almost 
1/4 of the global market. 

The imposition of the levy 


pending flights worldwide. The 
loss in its 2001 fiscal year annu- 
al report came as a surprise to no 
one. 

However in 2002, USA Federal 
Reserve Chairman Alan Greens- 
pan’s monetary policies seem to be 
having their desired effects. Unit- 
ed’s rival Northwest Airlines has 
again started promoting its Chi- 
na routes. Northwest was the first 
airline to launch direct flights be- 
tween China and the U.S. One 
unnamed source at Northwest’s 
China office commented that 


shows that it is important not 
only to enlarge market share, 
but to possess core technology. 
Chinese companies should im- 
prove research and development 
in these areas. Although such 
development is expensive and 
time consuming, the results are 
worth it. 

The Chinese government is 
working to establish a new DVD 
standard. Any imported foreign 
DVD players should accord with 


Northwest has also seen signs of 
recovery and is implementing new 
marketing strategies. “Flights to 
Hawaii is one of the programs, in 
cooperation with travel agencies. 
They are providing discount air 
tickets to travel agencies, which is 
expected to help increase sales.” 

United also expect to see a re- 
covery, especially in the Chinese 
market. Sales income from the 
greater Chinese market account- 
ed for 5% of United’s total reve- 
nues in 2001. 

“Nationwide Road Show 2002”, 


this Chinese standard. 

As the industries based on 
intellectual properties begin to 
play key roles in national 
growth, intellectual property 
rights have surfaced as a key is- 
sue in international trade. 

In the knowledge-based so- 
ciety, the most revolutionary 
changes will be made in the 
standard of the intellectual 
property more than any other 
field. 


which kicked off in Beijing this 
Monday is another strategy of the 
airline to boost its business here. 
The one-month-long road show 
aims to educate the growing num- 
ber of Chinese customers about 
United’s air services and improve 
service to US-bound travelers 
through face-to-face communi- 
cations with the local media, trav- 
el agencies and partners. After 
Beijing, the road show will head 
to other major cities including 
Shenyang, Guangzhou, Fuzhou, 
Shanghai, Chengdu and Xi’an. 



China is the largest DVD manufacture in the world, with over 4 mil- 
lion units of DVD players sold in 2001 Photo by Cui Hao 


Normalizing for United and Northwest 





OPPORTUNITIES 


4 MARCH 22, 2002 


SEUING TODAY 


E-mail: liufeng@ynet.com 


EDITOR: LIU FENG ZHAO HONGYI DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


Investors Invited to See Portfolio 


Taiwan Banks 
Land on Mainland 


City clarifies conditions for foreign capital, defines new sectors of interest 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Multinational representatives 
were invited to attend the press 
conference held by the munic- 
ipal government as the city 
opened industries to investment 
on March 18. 

New areas named included: 

• Project engineering and 
technical consultancy; 

• Business and investment 
management consultancy; 

• Public relations and design; 


• Vocational training; 

• Equipment maintenance and 
repair; 

• Restaurant services; 

• Real estate property main- 
tenance and development; 

• Residential community ser- 
vices. 

Overseas companies were 
invited to participate by means of 
solely owned enterprises, rather 
than joint ventures or coopera- 
tive ventures at the conference. 


Modern logistic channels, 
chain retail stores, e-commerce 
are also top priorities for inviting 
foreign investment, said Zhou 
He, deputy director-general of 
the municipal foreign economic 
relations and trade commission. 

The municipality, he said, will 
also seek overseas capital and 
management in the telecommu- 
nications industry, Sino-foreign 
travel & tourism joint ventures, 
construction and management of 


tourism sites. 

Senior financing, accounting 
and legal management profes- 
sionals will be the top targets for 
the city to introduce in the next 
few years. Foreign chambers of 
business are welcomed to place 
their regional centers in Beijing. 

The government expressed its 
determination to further raise 
customs clearance efficiency, reg- 
ulate market practices and coun- 
ter fake products, commodities 


and the infringement of intellec- 
tual property rights. 

China will recommend and help 
the best foreign companies list on 
the domestic stock market, an offi- 
cial at the press conference said. 

“The decision to open areas 
to overseas investment are made 
strictly in line with foreign 
investment guidance drafted by 
the central government and to 
be promulgated on April 1 this 
year,” said Zhou. 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Two commercial banks 
from Taiwan have landed 
on the Chinese mainland. 
United World Chinese Com- 
mercial Bank and Chang 
Hwa Bank have become 
the first two commercial 
banks from Taiwan to oper- 
ate business on the main- 
land. 

People’s Bank of China 
disclosed another six 
Taiwan commercial banks 
are applying. Reports say 
the United World Chinese 
Commercial Bank will open 
its office in Shanghai as 
early as next month, while 
Chang Hwa will operate in 
Kunshan. But no exact date 
has yet been disclosed. 

Kunshan is an increas- 
ingly important industrial 
and commercial city in the 
southern part of Jiangsu 
province, neighboring 
Shanghai. The city is also 
famous for its investors and 
enterprises from Taiwan. 

Foreign Banks 
Profit in Tianjin 

Foreign banks in Tianjin 
reported $178.6 million 
profits in 2001, a turn- 
around after years of losses, 
announced Liu Chongming, 
director of the Tianjin 
branch of the People’s Bank 
of China at a recent meet- 
ing with managers of local 
foreign banks. 

There are 14 branches 
and five representatives of 
foreign banks in Tianjin. 
Statistics show normal 
assets of local branches 
of foreign banks increased 
19.88 percent in 2001. Non- 
performing assets 

decreased 5.67 percent. 

Fast-developing busi- 
ness services provided by 
foreign banks included the 
introduction of credit cards. 
Six foreign banks in Tianjin 
have filed applications to 
provide Renminbi services, 
said a People’s Bank 
Tianjin official. 

(Xinhua) 

Beijing University 
Boosts Business 

By Zhao Hongyi 

The number one insti- 
tute in China signed an 
agreement with Fuqua 
School of Business at Duke 
University and the Educa- 
tional & Cultural Founda- 
tion, both from the United 
States, to launch an Inter- 
national Masters of Busi- 
ness Administration (MBA) 
project in Beijing this 
week. 

Wang Jianguo, MBA 
project manager of Guan- 
ghua School of Manage- 
ment, said his school and 
Beijing University have 
great hopes for the Fuqua 
School, which ranks first 
in executive programs and 
fifth in terms of MBA pro- 
grams worldwide. 

Xuanwu to Build 
Media Avenue 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Xuanwu District wants 
to establish a 28 billion 
yuan international media 
avenue at its heart. The 
laying of a foundation stone 
for the future Beijing 
Mobilecom Caishikou build- 
ing at the southwest junc- 
tion of Caishikou on March 
15 set the media wheels in 
motion. 

Upon completion, the 
7,13.92 square-meter, six- 
story building will upgrade 
the district telecommuni- 
cations network. The dis- 
trict authority plans the 
370 meter-wide, 2 km-long 
avenue to start at Xuanwu- 
men and end at the south 
Second Ring Road. 

Xuanwu is one of the 
city’s nine districts. 


Domestic Bank 
Starts Foreign 
Currency Business 

By Wang Dandan 

The first Chinese-foreign financial joint venture 
in China has obtained approval to engage in for- 
eign currency business with Chinese citizens after 
the newly amended “Rules of People’s Republic of 
China on Foreign Financial Organizations”. 

Established on November 28, 1985, Xianmen 
International Bank is the first of its kind on Chi- 
nese mainland. The bank, again first of its kind, 
received approval from the People’s Bank of China 
and will provide foreign currency savings, loans and 
exchange to local citizens. Savings interest will be 
in accordance with the daily published foreign cur- 
rency interest rates by the Bank of China, thus 
interest is flexible according to individual cases. 

Each foreign bank should possess at least 300 
million yuan funds to apply to provide foreign fund 
services to Chinese citizens. 

When the application is through, the bank will 
extend its foreign currency business scope from 
partial to total, which means that the target cli- 
ents are enlarged to Chinese and foreign com- 
panies, foreign organizations, organizations from 
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan area and individ- 
ual foreigners, Chinese and people living in Hong 
Kong, Macao and Taiwan area. 

It offers a good chance for foreign banks in 
China to compete, said Fang Xiao, deputy director 
of Hong Kong Shanghai Banking Corporation. 

Although foreign banks cannot compete with 
domestic banks in terms of office numbers, it will 
not be long before Chinese citizens conduct ser- 
vices via the telephone, mobile phone and Inter- 
net, said Fang. 

Xiamen International Bank is jointly held by 
Fujian International Trust and Investment Corp, 
Xiamen Construction and Development Corp., 
Minxin Holdings, and Industrial and Commercial 
Bank of China. Foreign holders include Asian Devel- 
opment Bank, Long-Term Credit Bank of Japan, 
and Sino Finance Group in US. 

Citibank Bags Basket 
of Dollars and Renminbi 

Citibank has become the first foreign bank 
allowed to deal both Renminbi and foreign exchange 
business for Chinese customers on the Chinese 
mainland, a bank source said Wednesday. 

The Shanghai branch of Citibank in western 
Pudong has undergone a facelift and is expected to 
open to customers Thursday. 

Richard Stanley, head of the bank’s business in 
China, said his bank had been yearning to provide a 
high quality service for Chinese citizens and he was 
glad to see the goal realized. 

A Chinese analyst said the move marks real 
competition between Chinese and foreign banks in 
Shanghai. (Xinhua) 



A company from Dalian presents their street 
sculpture product at a booth during the seventh 
International Construction, Building Materials 
& Urban Services Exhibition opened in Beijing 
on Wednesday. 

More than 800 enterprises from home and 
abroad attended the exhibition for access to the 
construction projects Beijing will launch for the 
2008 Olympic Games. (Xinhua Photo) 





Photo by Zhuang Jian/Text by Zhao Hongyi 


Euro Daddy Drops by City 


Robert Mondale, “Father of the Euro” and winner of 
the 1999 Nobel Award for Economics, came to Beijing 
this week. 

The University of Columbia professor gave his lec- 
ture “Currency Blocs vs. Trade Blocs - China in the 
World Economy”, to students in the University of 
International Business and Economy on Wednesday, 


March 19. 

The euro has experienced a smooth transition also 
in China. 

China’s State Administration of Foreign Exchange 
announced the same day that it has given the go- 
ahead for the China Foreign Exchange Trading Center 
to open trading between the Renminbi and the euro. 


Supermarkets Label GM Food 


By Shan Jinliang 

As of Wednesday, geneti- 
cally modified (GM) products 
will be labeled in supermar- 
kets, in line with regula- 
tions concerning GM food 
released by the Ministry of 
Agriculture in May. 

“The label is to enhance 
management of the market 
and let our consumers know 
what they are eating,” said 
Luo Yunbo, dean of the 
School of Food Research of 
China Agricultural Univer- 
sity. 

The “GM Food” label 
applies to beans, Cole, corn 
and tomatoes. The regula- 
tion will hit American beans, 


70% of which are genetically 
modified. The US annually 
produces more than 55 mil- 
lion tons of genetically modi- 
fied beans, 70% of its overall 
volume. 

China consumes 21 million 
tons of beans a year, produc- 
ing 15 million. Imports have 
risen 20-30% annually. 

With WTO, that figure 
will rise further as China 
abolishes protective tariffs. 
What matters most is that 
the beans are tested at des- 
tination rather than origin, 
Tuesday’s Beijing Morning 
Post reported. 

“Trade with US beans 
has a high risk because 


they may not be able to be 
unloaded due to quarantine 
problems,” the paper said. 

The regulation stipulates 
all companies exporting GM 
food to China must apply to 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and indicate whether the 
product endangers human, 
animals or the environment. 
The ministry will answer 
within 270 days. 

“The GM food in the 
market is supposed to be 
safe as it has been tested 
before it enters the market,” 
said Luo. 

Genetic modification tech- 
nology allows genes to trans- 
fer within different species. 


Some scientists argue genet- 
ically modified crops could 
be the key to richer wildlife 
and efficient food produc- 
tion. 

Others worry GM crops 
disturb the natural balance 
and have, as yet, unknown 
health consequences. The 
potential health effects of 
genetically modified foods 
should be rigorously investi- 
gated before allowing them 
into baby food or to be mar- 
keted to pregnant or breast 
feeding women, the elderly, 
and those with chronic dis- 
ease, according to a recent 
report by the Royal Society 
of England. 


Andersen China: Crisis? What Crisis? 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Buffeted by the Enron 
scandal, the 94-year-old com- 
pany Arthur Andersen is 
reportedly on the brink of col- 
lapse. But its offices in Beijing 
and Shanghai both claim busi- 
ness as usual. 

“Andersen China has 
professional techniques in 
account processing and high 
credit in the region,” said 
Chen Nanyan, a public rela- 
tions official of Andersen 
Beijing. 

Since Enron’s bankruptcy 
claim last year, she said, 
Andersen China had retained 
its Chinese customers includ- 
ing China Unicom and China 
National Offshore Oil Corp. 

Reports suggest Andersen 


has suffered employee and 
client defections and is facing 
probable criminal indictment 
after revelations that its 
company directors ordered 
destruction of Enron docu- 
ments last autumn. The once- 
mighty accounting firm hopes 
to stop an exodus of clients 
and employees, and find a 
buyer to salvage its opera- 
tion. 

On March 12, Andersen 
was reported in negotiations 
with Deloitte Touche Tohm- 
atsu, another of the “Big 
Five” accounting firms in 
the world. But the marriage 
failed. 

According to the March 18 
issue of USA Today , people 
in touch with senior Andersen 


partners say, some prefer the 
Switzerland registered Ander- 
sen World Wide, the head com- 
pany that owns all Arthur 
Andersen accounting firms 
around the world, to ditch its 
consulting practice and stick 
to auditing. 

On the same day, the 
Chinese News Service said 
the Shanghai-based Arthur 
Andersen China office 
released a statement saying 
that, invested and managed 
by Andersen Hong Kong, it 
is independent from Andersen 
US offices. What happened 
in the USA has no direct 
influence on their business in 
China, the company said. 

But the company also said 
ambiguously in the statement 


that its headquarters is in 
contact with relevant parties 
for future business develop- 
ment and will give a clearer 
picture of any settlement in 
the near future. 

When Beijing Today con- 
tacted Andersen Beijing, 
sources at the company said a 
merger or sale might involve 
Andersen World Wide. 

Reports yesterday sug- 
gested Arthur Andersen’s 
non-U.S. businesses plan to 
combine with KPMG Inter- 
national. Meanwhile, Deloite 
Touche Tohmatsu, Ernest & 
Young and PriceWater- 
houseCoopers, the other three 
of the “Big Five” declared they 
would never discuss business 
acquisition with Andersen. 
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and 1970 and to perma 
nent possession of the 
Jules Rimet Trophy. 

He played in 1,363 
matches and scored 
1,282 goals. His best 
season was 1958, 
when he scored 139 
times. 


Lions to Fly to Kabul 


Counselor Hotak visits the lions 

Photo by Qu Liyan 

By Sun Ming/ Feng Yihua 

A Badaling safari park has donated two Af- 
rican lions to Kabul Zoo to replace one-eyed 
Marjan, recently found dead in his cage. 

Counselor Abdul Basir Hotak of the Afghan- 
istan Embassy visited the lions on Tuesday and 
handed a note to park authorities expressing 
his government’s appreciation. 

The only lion in Kabul Zoo, Marjan survived 


wars, sieges, invasions and a grenade attack, 
before succumbing to old age on January 26. 
He was 30 years old. 

Hearing of Marjan’s demise, Badaling Wild 
Animal World decided to donate Zhuangzhuang 
and Kaini, both 18 months old. 

“Young animals are better able to adapt to 
new environments,” said Vice Manager Wang 
Wei. “Our little lion will have a chance of bear- 
ing cubs in Afghanistan next spring.” 

Lion keeper Wang Shuang said she was re- 
luctant to see them leave. She told Beijing To- 
day the lions might need time to adapt to the 
“foreign language” in Kabul. 

“The climate in Kabul is similar to 
Beijing. So I don’t worry about them too 
much. But I have to tell their feeder that 
they know it’s time for dinner by knocking 
on the dishes.” 


The flight hasn’t been booked yet. Before 
they leave, the lions must receive a thorough 
physical examination from China Entry-Exit 
Inspection and Quarantine. 

“If all goes well, they will receive the exami- 
nation next week,” said Yi Feng, park manager. 

Counselor Hotak said the zoo had been dam- 
aged during the war, but reconstruction was on 
track and that they received special cash for 
the lions’ food and drink. 

“Many heartfelt thanks to Chinese people,” 
said Hotak. “We will take great care of Zhuang- 
zhuang and Kaini in order that they will keep 
our two nations’ friendship. 

“The lion is brave and loyal, occupying a 
holy position in the Afghan people’s heart. Ka- 
bul citizens are very glad to know from news- 
papers that the Chinese people will present 
little lions as a gift for Afghanistan.” 


Teenage Girls 
Hospitalized 
After Beating 
in School Office 

By Zeng Peng 

Four adults beat up two 
girls, one unconscious, in a 
school office in front of their 
powerless Chinese teacher be- 
fore police came to the rescue. 

The accused four, three of 
whom are relatives of a class- 
mate of the victims, have been 
detained at Dong Cheng police 
station in Haidian District. 

It allegedly began with a 
quarrel on March 11. When 
somebody came to the Tsing 
Hua Yu Cai Experimental High 
School dormitory asking after 
student Wang Yi, classmate 
Zhang Qian replied that she 
was dead, overheard by Wang 
next door. The two quarreled 
and a scuffle ensued. 

That afternoon, Wang’s 
mother, aunt, uncle-in-law and 
a man named Mr. Dong broke 
into the classroom during the 
Chinese class, summoning 
Zhang Qian and friend Cai 
Jing. 

Teacher Chen Gang, wit- 
ness to the whole incident, 
took all seven to the Political 
Instruction Office. Chen has 
stated that almost as soon as 
they entered the office, the four 
adults began to beat the girls. 

Chen says she tried to in- 
tervene, but Mr. Dong shoved 
her to the ground. The four 
are then said to have beaten 
Zhang for more than 10 min- 
utes before she fell uncon- 
scious. Regardless, the four 
continued to beat Zhang on 
the floor until the police ar- 
rived. 

Cai was also beaten sev- 
eral times, but not as serious- 
ly as Zhang. She fainted two 
days later. Cai and Zhang both 
underwent physical examina- 
tions at Beijing Third Hospi- 
tal. Zhang is recovering, but 
says she has an ache in her 
left ear. 

“She is sometimes normal 
like nothing happened but 
sometimes muddle-headed, 
and sometimes even hysteri- 
cal at the sight of a well-built 
man,” said Zhang’s mother 
Zhang Chun Ying. 

The parents of both girls are 
preparing to sue Wang’s rela- 
tives. 

Wang’s classmates broke 
her desk, burnt her schoolbag 
and said they will not attend 
class until Wang is expelled. 

But according to an anony- 
mous source at the Political In- 
struction Office of Tsing Hua 
Yu Cai Experimental High 
School, the authority has been 
trying to persuade Wang to re- 
turn to school. 

Wang’s father Wang Wei 
Lin, who did not participate in 
the beating, said his daughter 
was the best student in the 
class. He alleged she had re- 
fused to help other students 
cheat in exercises and exams 
and so was often bullied. 

Wang’s father cried as he 
said the arrested adults were 
to blame, not his child. 

My girl is also deeply hurt,” 
he said. “A 17-year-old girl like 
her who dropped out of school 
can do nothing but stay at 
home.” 


“We are b 


By Chen Ying 

He was so excited that he jumped up and 
hugged one player of his team, Shang Lu. As the 
man Chinese call “qiu wang” or “football emper- 
or”, Pele scored with a header for his team after 
several rounds of “cu ju” (j&lffi)- 

Pele and Chinese soccer coach Bora Milutinovic 
had needed no second invitation to join in an an- 
cient Chinese football game at Badaling Great 
Wall in Beijing last week. 

Early records suggest cu ju was played in Chi- 
na 4,600 years ago. The ball was a “ju”, and the 
playing “cu”. Cu ju became popular during the 
Song Dynasty (960-1279). FIFA has thus dubbed 
China a cradle of football. 

More than 50 foreign me- 
dia and 30 domestic 
media came to report 
the major credit card- 
sponsored event. The 
game was forced to end as 
the circus got out of control 
with cameras and lights 
intervening too much with 
normal play. 

Pele and Miluti- 
novic, the China coach, 
played cu ju to promote 
the 2002 FIFA World 
Cup Korea/Japan. The ar- 
rival of Pele and Milu 
made the football fans ex- 
cited at Wengchang Square 
in Badaling Great Wall al 
though it was blustery last Satur- 
day afternoon. Fans shouted out their 
names. 

Pele said he hoped China and Brazil can both 
reach the second round of the World Cup as both 
countries were drawn in the same group in Busan 
of South Korea last year. This idea earned not sur- 
prisingly, loud applause. 

Playing cu ju was the absolutely necessary con- 
tent of this activity. Wearing the clothes of the 
Song Dynasty, 14 young players from the Guo’an 
Football Club were separated into two groups and 
played cu ju according to the game rules at that 
time. 

Their performance stirred Pele and Miluti- 
novic’s interest. Unwilling to lose the game, “Milu” 


shot back at the king 
and he held up a fin- 
ger on each hand to 
indicate a tie. 

Pele said many for- 
eign football fans will go 
to South Korea and Japan 
to watch the World Cup Fi- 
nal this June, “I hope before they go to 

South Korea and Japan they stop here to see the 
beautiful country,” he said. 

PELE: FAST FACTS 

PELE (born 1940). “Soccer in its purest form ” 
was played by Pele, who led the Brazilian nation- 
al soccer team to three World 


Foreign 
Executive 
Saves Life 
of Lost 
Beijinger 


By Ivy Zhang 

It was about 6:30 pm after 
a typical workday as Procter 
& Gamble section head Rob- 
in Hall approached a Jings- 
hun Road junction when he 
noticed something crumpled 
on the ground. 

Hall told his driver Miss 
Ma to turn around. They re- 
turned and she parked the 
car. 

Bunched up on the dirt, 
pale and shaking, lay a thin 
man in his late 40s or 50s. 
He wore a dirty old jacket 
and a hat. 

‘When I touched his arm, I 
could feel his bone - no meat 
in his muscle. He can’t speak. 
Only pointing at his mouth and 
body. The driver says what’s 
the matter with you? Get up, 
get up!”’ said Hall. 

With Ma’s help, they 
picked him up. Hall found 
two pieces of old bread in the 
man’s pocket. 

He took him to a nearby 
restaurant. But the restau- 
rant barred entry, saying 
the man was too dirty. Hall 
asked the restaurant to box 
some takeout food. 

It was cold. Hall was 
wearing a thin shirt. They 
took the man straight to his 
home four kilometers away. 
“I gave this man bread, ba- 
nana, vitamins, something 
to eat and a complete set of 
clean clothes.” 

Then they drove to 
Heping Hospital emergency 
room. When hospital office 
director Zhang Guozhu came 
to investigate, Hall called his 
wife. 

A city resident for two 
years, Hall can speak some 
Chinese. He told Senka Hall 
to leave the restaurant 
where she was dining with 
a friend, go home and get 
help. 

Mrs. Hall tagged Marina 
at the Beijing Riveria front 
desk to act as a translator. 
Marina, who left the com- 
pany last week, got the sto- 
ry across to Zhang via the 
phone. Zhang called the po- 
lice. Hall offered to pay 500 
yuan towards medical ex- 
penses and Zhang said any- 
thing left over would be 
refunded. 

Hall went home about 10 
pm. “We gave the best med- 
icine at our hospital to this 


man,” Zhang told Beijing To- 
day. Fearing the worst, Cui- 
gezhuang police officers Jin 
Hui and Liao Wenli main- 
tained an overnight vigil. 

Next morning, Hall’s 39th 
birthday, police called to say 
they had found the man’s 
family. The crying sister and 
brother met Hall at the sta- 
tion. 

Police drove them all to 
the hospital where Wang 
Zhongsheng had been moved 
to a different ward. 

Wang was diagnosed as 
suffering from dehydration, 
but otherwise in satisfacto- 
ry condition. He could take 
small bites of a banana. The 
hospital refunded Hall his 
entire 500 yuan, which he 
gave to Wang Xiuying and 
brother Wang Zhonglian. 

The Wangs, Xuanwu dis- 
trict residents, explained to 
Hall that their brother was 
mute. “They were very happy 
because the man was miss- 
ing 10 days and they’d been 
looking all over Beijing for 
him,” said Hall. 

They had reported the dis- 
appearance to Baizhifang po- 
lice station close to their home. 
“They said he would have died 
if he was not in the hospital 
that night,” said Hall. 

Hall told Beijing Today 
he will visit the Wangs. 

“This is something I 
would do anywhere in the 
world,” he said. 

“It’s in your nature to 
help people in trouble. If you 
walk past with your eyes 
closed, one day when you are 
in trouble, nobody will help 
you.” 

“Now everybody knows 
the story and they say to me. 
Yes, this is very kind thing 
you did, but it is also danger- 
ous because you would be in 
big trouble if the man died.’ 

“For me, I don’t think 
about this. It’s not a prob- 
lem. In the end, the truth 
will prevail.” 

In emergency situations, 
authorities advise those who 
can’t speak Chinese to dial 
110 for help. If the operator 
can’t answer in English, hold 
as the call is transferred. 

Foreign language servic- 
es are available. Also you 
can dial 119 for fire, 122 for 
traffic accidents and 120 for 
medical emergency. 


Pupils Gain 
Comfy Chair 

By Feng Yihua 

Chinese students always stand listening to their teacher 
givinginstructions. However, 12,000 students in Dongcheng 
District have obtained the right to be seated before their 
teachers. 

Dongcheng District on March 14 carried out “focus on 
dignity and character, implement an education of respect” 
education project in which children and teenagers can be 
seated to talk with their teachers. 

Beijing Shiyi Middle School was the first to place 
chairs for students in the office. The seats are just 
like those in the train. Teachers and students can 
sit as mutual friends to talk. But it is the first time 
Dong Cheng demands all 114 middle schools, prima- 
ry schools and kindergartens achieve this goal. 

“Students and teachers are equal. They 
should respect and love each other,” said 
Zhang Yan, a student from No. 55 Middle 
School. “I don’t like the previous style. My 
teacher sat on a chair and kept talking, 
while I stood straight to listen. It was just 
a punishment. I think it is better to talk 
with a teacher on an equal footing.” 

The principal Liu Nan of Shi Zipo Kinder- 
garten told Beijing Today that they required all teachers 
squat down to talk with the children. 

Good manners were another requirement for the teach- 
ers. 

“The regulation of that project is out-of-date as we have 
been doing it for a long time, and we even laid down better 
operating rules,” said Liu. 
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Dad Seeks 
Rights 
to Baby 

Woman aborts child 
without warning husband 


Laws and regulations: 

According to the 47th item of the Law of Women’s Rights and 
Interests, women not only have the right to bear but also have 
the freedom to decline to bear. 

According to the laws of population and family planning, a 
kind of new law to be enacted on September 1 this year, a 
citizen has both the right to bear a child and the responsibility to 
comply with family planning. Family planning, a distinct policy in 
China, means one family shouldn’t have more than one baby. 


By Sun Ming 

A fter his wife had an abortion 
without alerting him, a Beijing 
man filed for divorce last week. 
But in filing suit at People’s Court 
of Fangshan District, the husband 
argued she had infringed upon his 
rights to have a child. 

Li Yong, 36, said he had previously 
held great affection for his wife. “We 
became acquainted with each other 
through a personal advertisement in 
2000 and married in January last 
year.” 

But a problem arose when Zhang 
Li, 29, became pregnant unexpected- 
ly in November last year. “I’m already 
35 years old,” Li says he told his wife. 
“I can’t wait any longer.” 

Without informing her husband, 
Zhang instead had an abortion in hos- 
pital on December 28. Li disagreed 
with his wife’s lack of consultation, 
her decision and her final action. 

He said his wife’s action not only in- 
jured his affection, but also infringed 
upon his rights to have a child. He 
sued for divorce on March 12. 

Under persuasion by parents of 
both sides, however, the couple 
dropped the case two days before the 
court session on Wednesday. But the 
case has touched off a debate in wid- 
er society. The sticking point is a fa- 
ther’s rights to childbirth. Opinions 
follow: 

Sun Yi, male, lawyer, Beijing 
Jingdu Law Office 

I resolutely oppose the wife’s way 
of solving problems. She has infringed 
upon her husband’s rights. A husband 
and wife should consult each other to 
decide whether to continue her preg- 
nancy or terminate it by performing 
an abortion. 

Though there is no clear regu- 
lation on the right to bear a child 
among current laws in our country, 
the embodiment of the right to bear 
a child in legislation dates from the 
Marriage Law issued in the 1980s. 

According to the law, both husband 
and wife have the obligation to abide 
by family planning policy. Rights and 
obligations are corresponding, so we 
can deduce that both husband and 
wife have rights over the unborn 
child. 

On the other hand, although wom- 
en have the freedom not to bear ba- 
bies, this kind of freedom shouldn’t 
be as limitless as other freedoms en- 
dowed by law. The wife shouldn’t force 
her husband to enjoy the freedom of 
not bearing because the husband also 
has rights to the child. 

Wei Hua, female, Beijing 
Fengye Psychological Counsel- 
ing Center, consultant 

Many men think that they own the 
rights to bearing a child, but my opin- 
ion is that women should hold the 
dominant place on this issue. I think 
that while men get rights to bear the 
child, they do not have to fulfill the 
obligation. But at the same time as 
having the right to bear a child, wom- 
en face the most responsibility to care 
for the children — such as pregnancy, 
birth, nurturing, nursing and educa- 
tion. Later, their entire life will al- 
most be their child. 

In this case what the wife has done 
is not inappropriate. After all, she has 


discussed the idea of abortion with her 
husband, but he refused. So she alone 
could decide to do it. 

Yang Zihui, male, researcher, 
Population Institution, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences 

According to the Law of Women’s 
Rights and Interests, women have the 
freedom not to bear, but it doesn’t 
mean that men haven’t the right. The 
law just stresses the rights of wom- 
en. 

You know, in old times, women 
had lower status than men, who en- 
tirely owned the rights to childbirth. 
In most people’s eyes, a woman was 
just a tool to continue her husband’s 
family line. 

If the pregnancy was not an acci- 
dent but the result of the husband’s 
deception, the wife certainly could 
have an abortion without telling her 
husband. 

I heard that a man in Sichuan 
Province replaced his wife’s contra- 
ceptives with vitamin pills, even 
though the couple had reached an 
agreement not to have a baby. 

But in this case, the wife became 
pregnant by accident. And she had nev- 
er told her husband that she didn’t 
want a baby before. So the wife’s action 
was out of order. 

Zai Guirong, female, director 
of the obstetric department, 
Beijing Gynecology and Mater- 
nity Hospital 

Generally speaking, a pregnant 
woman does not need to ask her 
husband or any of other family 
members to sign the operation 
agreement when having an abor- 
tion. Of course there are exceptions 
— if the operation is too risky. 

But as an obstetrician, I detest 
having to do abortions. Anyway, to 
some extent, it’s killing of little lives. 
As for this lady, what made me feel it 
unacceptable is that she didn’t even 
give any advance notice to her hus- 
band before the operation. You know, 
a baby belongs to both the wife and 
the husband. 

Wang Yuan, female, judge, 
Beijing Fangshan District Court 

Infringing the rights to childbear- 
ing is not a reason for divorce. The 
unique standard by which we settle a 
divorce lawsuit is whether the affec- 
tion between the couple has entirely 
broken down. 

But this kind of action usually 
leads to estrangement between hus- 
band and wife. In this case, the hus- 
band withdrew the lawsuit before the 
court session. It’s really a satisfactory 
ending. 

Beijing resident American, 
female, requested anonymity 

This is a complicated case in which 
both the rights of the husband and 
wife are violated. Does the husband 
have the right to force his wife to 
have a baby even if she does not want 
to? Would that in fact not return to 
the situation before New China? 

The wife was unwilling to have 
this baby, but the husband says 
she has violated his right to the 
child through having an abortion. 
It seems he has violated her rights 
by ignoring her desire to wait. Af- 
ter all, he can still father a child, 
regardless of his age. 



City people 
line up to 
express their 
last respects to 
Sun Weigang 
at Babaoshan 
public ceme- 
tery on Jan- 
uary 24 
Photo by 
Wang Zhenlong 


To Sir with Love 

Reports on teacher’s death provoke 
students to defend his honor 


By Chen Ying 

Nearly 4,000 Beijingers came to pay their 
respects to a high school math teacher at 
a mourning ceremony in Babaoshan public 
cemetery on January 24. 

On Monday’s front page, Beijing Youth 
Daily published readers’ letters. More than 
80 readers called the paper’s hotline that 
day. Letters keep coming. 

Sun Weigang, a math teacher of Beijing 
No. 22 High School, died on January 20 of 
rectal cancer. He was 63 years old. 

After his obituary was published on Jan- 
uary 21, newspaper articles focused on one 
fact: 55 percent of Sun’s students who grad- 
uated in 1997 went to Peking or Tsinghua 
University. Some media dubbed him as an 
“educator for examinations”. 

The title outraged some of Sun’s former 
students. Sun Zhixing, Sun’s class of 1999, 
published a piece in Beijing Youth Daily on 
February 5, saying people misunderstood 
her teacher. She wholeheartedly rejected 
the “educator for examinations” label. 

Stung by the popular fury, Beijing Youth 
Daily' s editors decided to reexamine the sto- 
ry. They sent reporters out to talk to Sun’s 
relatives, colleagues and students about his 
40-year career. An article about the “real 
Sun” appeared on March 10. 

Sun was reported to have employed his 
own personal methods to teach students not 
only how to improve their intelligence, but 
also to cultivate their character. He won 
nearly 20 municipal and national awards 
for this exploration. 

The debate widens. Readers now write in 
questioning the purpose and ultimate goals 
of education. The debate splinters over the 
choice of an exam factory or a school for 
life. 

Sun Zhixing, student of Sun Weigang 

Most papers adopted “the 55 percent of 
students of the whole class went to Peking 
University and Tsinghua University” as the 
main point in their articles about Sun. They 
know little about Teacher Sun. In fact, it 
was never the most important thing in his 
mind. What he really wanted to do was to 
cultivate us as persons of virtue. 

Many consider Teacher Sun as the sym- 
bol of “education for examination”. But I 
will dedicate my whole life to proving he 
isn’t. 

Principal of primary school, 
requested anonymity 

People usually think of selecting an elite 
as the essential character of education and 
regard the score as the only selection stan- 
dard for many years. So the situation of 
young people, as the main body of education, 
has gradually been ignored. Nobody cares 


Sun Weigang 


whether they know 
how to learn as long 
as they have learned 
something. People pre- 
fer the score itself to 
the process of how the 
score comes into be- 
ing. 

Frankly, I think 
few teachers can be 
like Sun. He devoted 
his heart and soul to 
his teaching career. I 
respect him just be- 
cause he spent his life 
trying to resolve the 

relationship between education for exami- 
nation and education for life values. That’s 
also why I think he is a unique example. 

What most schools and teachers do is 
just deal with the score as matriculation 
is still the only way to acquire success for 
most students. “Education for character” is 
still a luxury. Certainly teachers are bound 
to say they didn’t teach students just to pre- 
pare for examination. 

It’s impossible to synchronize the re- 
lationship between the two just through 
teachers’ efforts. Only if the education sys- 
tem, management and even the values of 
society change, will it be really possible to 
prize “character education”. 

Jiang Xianming, retired principal, 
Beijing No.22 High School 

I think Sun Weigang was successful in 
his teaching exploration. He harmonized 
the relationship between examination and 
quality of character instead of making them 
oppose each other. He avoided the contra- 
dictions and embarrassments caused by the 
double standards in the education system. 

Gong Yifang, Beijing Youth Daily 
reader 

I believe every Chinese parent cannot 
forget the anxiety of waiting for his or her 
child to take matriculation. 

Studying hard for examinations as an 
education model has exerted great pressure 
on parents and puzzles students. That’s why 
all groups advocate reform. 

I’m not a teacher and haven’t conducted 
any research into education. But I’m touched 
and in shock after reading the articles about 
Teacher Sun’s deeds. 

I conclude the key to strengtheningyoung 
people’s character rests with the teacher 
— a teacher like Sun, who cherishes the 
students more than his own life. It’s really 
lucky those parents met such a teacher who 
cares more for their own children than they 
do themselves. 



Photo by Zhuang Jian 


Final 

Score 

Sun nursed three 
groups of students from 
first grade at junior 
high school through to 
third grade at senior 
high school. 

The university exami- 
nation scores of the first 
group — except one — all 
reached the minimum 
score for college. 

Peking University 
and Tsinghua Universi- 
ty admitted 15 of 40 
students from the sec- 
ond group. 

For the third group, 
22 out of 40 students 
went to Peking or Tsing- 
hua. 

Entering Sun’s class, 
they were not exception- 
al students. 

For instance, 26 had 
not attained the min- 
imum requirement for 
the best district junior 
high schools. Sun re- 
garded moral education 
as the key to intellectu- 
al education. 

He published a book, 
“My Three-Stage Ed- 
ucation and Teaching 
Experiment (1980.9 
- 1997 . 8 )” 
«^»( 1980.9 
-1997.8)]. There are to- 
day no more than 1,000 
books left of the first 
print run of 12,000. 


SOUND BITES 


“7 cannot accept the hon- 
orary title of Debts Prime 
Minister ’. Please take it 
back. Actually I have great 
pride in my self for being able 
to help the country overcome 
the impacts of the Asian fi- 
nancial crisis by adopting 
proactive policy. Moreover, 
we have managed to seek 
the opportunity to bring 


about unprecedented eco- 
nomic development for the 
whole country.” 

— Zhu Rongji, China’s 
premier, responds to 
Hong Kong media, at the 
closing press conference 
of the National People’s 
Congress in Beijing 

“7 think the large part of 
the employees' opposition 
is the fact that they know 
the merger will cause the 


layoffs of 15,000 people, 
so obviously the employees 
don’t want to increase the 
chances of that slimming 
down.” 

— Roy Papp, partner of 
L. Roy Papp & Associates, 
talking about Hewlett- 
Packard Chief Executive 
Carly Fiorina’s $20 billion 
plan to buy Compaq Com- 
puter Corp. 

“ This area and that of the 


western Arctic off Alaska are 
the two most rapidly warm- 
ing places on the globe. The 
trends of melting ice shelves 
is now clear.” 

— Steve Sawyer, climate 
change scientist, after an 
area of ice the size of 
Wales thought to weigh 
almost 500 million billion 
tones had broken off the 
Antarctic continent 

By Chen Ying 
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Cinema & Film Industries 

Set for Shake up 



| 41% of those surveyed voice p 

concerns about the prospects 
| of China’s film industry, while | 
over 21 % expect the Chinese 
| film industry to be swamped by | 
m foreign movies. m 


By Su Wei 

I n the past two years, the 
number of cinema tickets 
sold in China has fallen to 
600 million per year. 

Does going to the cinema 
still hold an attraction? How 
will entry to the WTO affect the 
Chinese film industry? 

China Economics Monitor- 
ing & Analysis Center has sur- 
veyed over 700 people in Beijing, 
Shanghai and Guangzhou about 
these issues. 

Cinema patronage falling 

Nearly 17% of the people sur- 
veyed said they did not go to the 
cinema at all last year. 

51% went to the cinema less 
than five times last year, fol- 
lowed by 23% who went six to 
ten times. Less than 10% went 
to the cinemas more than ten 
times. 

The numbers reflect the sor- 
ry state of the film market in 
China. Total box office sales in 
China were 0.8 billion in 1999 
and 0.96 billion yuan in 2000. 
In America in 1998, the cinema 
box office was worth 6.86 billion 
dollars. 

Chinese people once crowded 
into open squares to see films, 
even bringing their own stools. 
Now it seems that few are in- 
terested in going out to watch 
films, even in air-conditioned 
cinemas fitted out with soft 
leather chairs. 

Besides televisions, more 
families have video, VCD or 
DVD players and even hi-fi ste- 
reo systems. 

People can sit on their own 
sofas to watch movies of their 
own choice. 

In the 1980s, tickets cost only 
0.3 yuan. But today, prices have 
jumped almost 20-fold, and even 
more for foreign films. 

There are a great many more 
titles available on VCD and 


DVD than movies showing at 
cinemas, and they are usually 
available within weeks of the 
movie’s international release. 

“I can see any film I like 
whenever I like,” says Zhang 
Hua, a frequent VCD buyer. 

Another factor may be that 
many of the films screened in 
cinemas have similar stories 
and themes; love stories, war 
stories, detective stories or mod- 
ern morality tales. “I can easily 
tell how they will end. The 
young lovers die or the good 
guy defeats the bad but loses 
his best friend...” 

More to cinema-going 
than seeing movies 

Among the 80% surveyed 
who went to cinemas last year, 
40% say they did so because 
cinemas have much better au- 
dio-visual effects, followed by 
24% who consider cinemas are 
better for getting together and 
6% who had nothing better to 
do. 

However, only 23% say they 
went to cinema only because 
the film was said to be worth 
seeing. 

This suggests that cinemas 
still have a perceived advan- 
tage in terms of audio-visual 
effects, despite many families 
possessing high-quality stereos. 

It also suggests that tradi- 
tional opinions towards seeing 
films at cinemas have changed. 

People may think it is much 
more meaningful than just eat- 
ing or chatting at home, espe- 
cially young people. “It is very 
romantic to have friends meeting 
at the cinemas, making Small- 
talk accompanied by interesting 


stories and beautiful music.” 

Furthermore, going to the cinema 
in a group can be more economical. 
It may cost around 100 yuan for sev- 
eral people to see a domestic film, 
possibly cheaper than everyone eat- 
ing well at a restaurant. 

But the variety of reasons for peo- 
ple going to cinemas reveals few peo- 
ple really care about film as an art. 


Film critic, Shao Mujun points 
out the biggest problems facing Chi- 
nese film is that the ordinary public 
treat films primarily as a social 
event, while management staff con- 
sider films as propaganda tools and 
producers look at films as art. 

“The longer the differences re- 
main, the harder it will be for films 
to become a part of people’s life.” 


Foreign investment in 
cinemas brings 
uncertainty 

Nearly 82% of the surveyed 
say they expect to go to the cin- 
ema more frequently when for- 
eign cinemas enter the Chinese 
market or more foreign films 
are introduced. 

41% of those surveyed voice 
concerns about the prospects of 
China’s film industry, while over 
21% expect the Chinese film in- 
dustry to be swamped by for- 
eign movies. 

The numbers suggest that 
imported films will attract the 
lion’s share of viewers. 

One reason is that more 
advanced technology has been 
adopted in many foreign pro- 
ductions. 

“Foreign films not only have 
good performances, but great 
music and costumes too,” says 
Wu Yue, an employee in a trad- 
ing company. 

But it also suggests that af- 
ter entry to the WTO, people be- 
lieve the domestic film industry 
will be severely tested. 

Although people may have 
the opportunity to see the best 
selling foreign films, they are 
concerned with the consequenc- 
es brought by foreign funds in 
building or renovating the local 
cinemas. 

Film has always been re- 
garded as an important propa- 
ganda tool in China. So with 
the allowing of up to 49% for- 
eign funding in the film indus- 
try, some people are afraid the 
way of thinking may be changed 
and a more western ideology 
will be accepted by the younger 
generation. 


As educator Ji Hua puts it, 
“The Chinese culture would lose 
its root in people’s minds.” 

However, not everyone is so 
pessimistic about the future of 
Chinese film. It is recognized 
that imported films usually have 
an investment of 10 million dol- 
lars in America, compared with 
0.2 or 0.3 million in China. 

With lower investment, even 
though actors or directors are as 
capable as their foreign counter- 
parts, ticket sales will remain 
relatively low. 

Film director Huang Shuq- 
ing says the traditional cinema 
operation mainly depends on 
the box office sales for profits, 
but now over two-third of those 
are from the imported films. 

“After paying the foreign 
companies for showing these 
films, cinemas almost have no 
profit.” She also points out that 
Chinese directors are confined 
to producing films and have lit- 
tle influence in film promotion. 

Anyway she admits that the 
development of film industry in 
Hong Kong in the 1970s and in 
Japan and South Korea in the 
latter part of the 1990s was ac- 
companied by the simultaneous 
introduction of American films. 

She suggests that with the 
introduction of more foreign 
films, the Chinese film indus- 
try will make progress and close 
the gap. 

Furthermore, it is generally 
agreed that cinemas, film pro- 
ducers and publishing compa- 
nies have long been separated 
from each other and concentrate 
on struggling to make their own 
profits. 

Now the government is en- 
couraging cinemas to be run 
by publishing houses. So the 
film industry, though still not 
commercialized, will be indus- 
trialized. 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is pressed every Friday is a new ad versing special one for the 
realesiate and relative industries. The English Edition is del- 
vered whit the newspaper so the media advantage is very ob- 
vious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the adver User's requests for the more pertinence, let 
the poi icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 84014823 

Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 

* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 

and offering service around the day 

**Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 

2 .favourable price : RMB3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/ day 

3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property rightj.It is located 
in north-eastern corner of SiyuanBridge. 
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WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job. . .So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



tSJS SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON UNE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours :(1 7:30- 18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail:sthotel@w.com.cn 


NWD (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

-University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present: 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 
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OToSouth of LanDao building,it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 



CHINA LIFE TOWER 

fflfM : 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 

BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs,and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD 90 o.oo- 22 ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices:ioo%:De P artment 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management F ees : PalacelntemationaLRMBSOO per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors,Elevators,Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Afea: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASklliy rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System: Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 

work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser:Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 ,real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2, foreign cases, maritime, finance, bond, important and difficult aflfairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages,, 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail:jt@venus-law.com 
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for Sunwoods Speakers 

Popular hi-fi brand name exposed as fake 


Latest Developments in Shenzhen 

After the Sunwoods story was 
exposed on CCTV, almost all 
Sunwoods products in Shenzhen 
disappeared from store shelves. 

A spokesperson from 
Shenzhen Administration for In- 
dustry and Commerce said they 
began investigating the Sun- 
woods case in early February af- 
ter receiving a tip off from an 
informant and CCTV reporters. 

The result of their initial inves- 
tigation was publicized on Mon- 
day. Sunwoods was found to have 
issued fake publicity and misled 
consumers, violating Article 24 of 
China’s “Unfair Competition Law”. 
As yet, the Shenzhen Administra- 
tion for Industry and Commerce 
(SZAIC) has not taken any action. 

Liu Yansheng, President of 
Zhongyang Corporation, the man- 
ufacturer of Sunwoods stereo prod- 
ucts, said the removal of Sunwoods 
products was intended to make 
the administration’s work easier. 
Meanwhile Sunwoods has submit- 
ted a request for an administra- 
tive review. 

(March 19 news report by South- 
ern Metropolitan News) 



By Ivy Zhang 

P opular stereo speaker manufacturer 
Sunwoods was exposed as a “fake brand” 
in a high-profile CCTV program last 
Friday, Chinese Consumer Day. 
Sunwoods speakers are marketed as a “royal- 
warranted Danish brand with a history of 70 
years,” imported from the “ASRC acoustics re- 
search institute in Copenhagen, Denmark”. 

The Sunwoods trademark, which is regis- 
tered in both Hong Kong and the Chinese 
mainland, is owned by Denmark Sunwoods In- 
ternational Music Corporation. Since 1994, it 
has established over 100 franchise stores in 16 
provinces. The Beijing branch opened in May 
last year. 

Until last week, Sunwoods speakers were 
prominently displayed in 17 department stores 
in Beijing, with prices ranging from three to ten 
thousand yuan per set. Prior to CCTV’s bomb- 
shell, they were one of the more popular brands 
on the market. A nationwide investigation into 
the company is underway, according to the Chi- 
na State Administration for Industry and Com- 
merce (SAIC). 

Sunwoods is fake 

The story went to air on CCTV Channel one 
at the prime time of 8 p.m. A figure with a pixi- 
lated face said “a few of us sat down in a room 
and cooked up the story of Sunwoods.” 

In a store selling stereo systems, when the 
Sunwoods trademark was removed, another 
trademark was exposed. The speaker had been 
assembled at a factory using parts and compo- 
nents of other unknown brands. 

Using an address provided by the distributor, 
the CCTV reporter came to a warehouse locat- 
ed in a village called Lucun in Dongguan city, 
Guangdong province. 

An employee eating a meal by the roadside 
confirmed that the so-called Denmark Sun- 
woods stereo speakers were delivered from that 
warehouse. He said they sold quite well, with 
some 100 speakers taken from the warehouse 
just recently. 

Posing as a potential customer, the reporter then 
interviewed General Manager of Denmark Sun- 
woods Stereo Corporation in China Liu Yansheng. 
Zhang answered his questions calmly and elo- 
quently. 

‘You don’t know much about the import and ex- 
port business. Many brand name clothes are pro- 
duced in China and then loaded onto a ship. After 
setting out to sea, the ship then returns and the 
“imported” goods are unloaded. That is the method 
Sunwoods follows in some senses.” 

In Sunwoods chain stores, various certificates 
in both English and Chinese are displayed prom- 
inently on the walls, attesting to the brands 
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Flashy hut “fake” webpages on Sunwoods 9 web- 
site. They are all gone now. 


authenticity. The legal address of Sunwoods Cor- 
poration is stated as Bredgade 41; Box 1183.1011 
Copenhagen Denmark. With the help of the Dan- 
ish Embassy in China, it was found that although 
there is such an address in Copenhagen, none of 
the companies registered there are involved in 
manufacturing or exporting stereo systems. 

Clean-up operation 

Industrial and commercial sectors in China 
launched a unified clean-up operation on March 
15, according to Beijing Youth Daily. All Sun- 
woods’ sales outlets in Beijing had been sealed 
up before the CCTV program went to air. 

The following day, when Beijing Youth Daily 
reporter went to the Sunwoods Beijing Office, at 
Liuliqiao near Beijing West Railway Station, no- 
body was there and there was no Sunwoods sign 
on the door. 

In some shopping malls like Xidan Shopping 
Center and Landao, where the company’s speak- 
ers used to be sold, all Sunwoods products were 
already removed from the shelves. Only a few 
brochures and brand marks were left behind. 

Some curious customers asked sales assis- 
tants about Sunwoods’ disappearance, only to 
be told “we don’t know” or “the goods are being 
relocated.” 

Who is the victim? 

In one store at Dazhong shopping mall spe- 
cializing in electrical devices, the head of the 
hi-fi department, who requested anonymity, told 


Beijing Today that more than 10 customers who 
had purchased Sunwoods speakers had come to 
the store by Wednesday. He said they had start- 
ed selling Sunwoods speakers in August 2000. 
The product range included five speakers and 
one sub-woofer, priced at 3,000, 5,000, 8,000 and 
10,000 yuan. 

“The news came as a big surprise to every- 
body. Some customers told me that Sunwoods’ 
had fooled them completely. They never had any 
doubts about the products.” 

Asked whether they had received any com- 
plaints about the quality of Sunwoods, he said, 
“No. People think the quality is OK. They buy 
Sunwoods for two reasons, the quality and the 
brand.” 

The customers are no doubt the victims in 
this case. Facing this case, their reactions seem 
to be quite somber. “No customer whined at us 
when they came around,” said the man. 

But the stores or distributors have much con- 
cerns and worries. “We are not in the sales season 
now and it’s hard to say how much the influence 
of this case is, “he said,” but it is sure to affect the 
Chinese stereo market in the long run.” 

“ To be honest, we feel upset about this mat- 
ter,” another store chief said on condition of ano- 
nymity, “They came to Beijing to do business and 
can produce a complete set of official papers. 
The store buys in thousands of brands. How can 
we check and review each of them?” 

In a franchised exclusive store, an impres- 
sive set of papers and certificates are available 
for inspection, including custom clearance forms, 
quality inspection forms, import and export in- 
spection forms, business license, agent authori- 
zation, as well as Dolby and DTS certificates. 

Even some media was fooled. In addition to 
flashy news coverage about Sunwoods’ “Danish 
traditional and consistent design and delicate 
state-of-the-art craftsmanship,” one of the larg- 
est Beijing local newspapers published an ar- 
ticle full of praise for Sunwoods on the same 
day the fraud was disclosed on TV. It was titled 
“Sunwoods stepped out of the royal family.” And 
it stepped into trouble. 

Compensation a knotty problem 

Can consumers receive a double refund, as 
specified in the China Consumer Protection 
law? What steps are open to them now? 

Beijing Today asked Dong Jingsheng, Vice- 
President of China Consumers Association and 
Xia Jingying from the Consumer Committee of 
China Quality Association. 

According to Article 49 of the China Consum- 
er Protection law, the consumer is entitled to get 
a double refund from the store the goods were 
purchased from if the fraud is confirmed. But 
this case is rather complicated. 

“The SAIC is investigating this case. How it 
is solved depends on the nature of the case set 
by SAIC and the applicable laws,” Dong said. 

Generally, the consumers could go to the store 
to claim for refund or compensation. If it’s not 
the store’s responsibility, the store can sue the 
manufacturers. 

“But the problem is that the people who are 
liable may be not available in this case. The 
manufacturer might have gone bankrupt and the 
owners of the franchised stores are gone,” said 
Xia, “The owners of the local shopping centers 
were also cheated and are victims themselves. As 
to who’s going to compensate the clients for the 
loss, it is hard to be absolutely fair.” 
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“We are not fake foreign devils 99 - Only two news 
stories can he found on Sunwoods 9 website now 


Interview with Liu Yansheng, 

President of Zhongyang Corporation, 
the manufacturer of Sunwoods 
stereo products 

Are Sunwoods products fake 
and inferior products? 

No. Sunwoods is our own brand 
and registered in Denmark, Europe 
and China. The manufacturer and pro- 
duction base indicated on the products 
are authentic. Furthermore, our prod- 
ucts have passed examination by na- 
tional authorities. 

Does Sunwoods cheat consum- 
ers by using an international 
brand name? 

You can’t say our goods are camou- 
flaged under an international name. 
Our concept comes from Denmark. 
When promoting our products, we 
just over emphasized the internation- 
al brand name. 

What’s your response to the 
CCTV report? 

We will respond to them. We’ll re- 
view our problems in terms of publicity 
I hope CCTV and other media will take 
a broader view of our business as well 
as improvements we make. Sunwoods 
follows an OEM (Original Equipment 
Manufacturer) business mode. Which 
law have we violated? 

What do you mean when you 
say you use the OEM mode? 

Our plant in Dongguan, Guang- 
dong province is where we produce 
the medium and low end speakers and 
subwoofers. For the high-end prod- 
ucts, we use “OEM” overseas. 

What do you think about the 
SZAIC’s investigation? 

We have shouldered much pressure 
from the investigation. But we believe 
the SZAIC will handle the case legally 
And we’ll have the right to state our 
views and defend ourselves. 

Why do you emphasize Den- 
mark in your publicity? 

Our stereo standards and concepts 
are always kept in line with overseas 
products. Thus many domestic enter- 
prises promote their products as Amer- 
ican, German or Denmark stereos. We 
need to rethink, and our industry needs 
to rethink in light of this case. China’s 
stereo technology has reached world 
standard. 

Are you going to delete “Den- 
mark” from your brand? 

We’ll address this issue according 
to the law. But the quality of our prod- 
ucts is sure to remain. 

(Taken from Southern Metropolitan 
News on March 19.) jJ 
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Sheng enjoys leisure time at home 
Photos by Zhuang Jian 


By Miao Yajie 

An engineer-turned investment negotiator said good- 
bye to a steady and comfortable life and had enough au- 
dacity to meet the challenges of starting his own business 
at the age of 58, a move that took his colleagues and fam- 
ily by surprise. 

Turning point in 1980 

Twenty-two years ago, when China had just started 
opening up to the outside world, the country was in des- 
perate need of advanced technology At that time, Sheng 
Zhaohong had been working as an engineer at a radio 
factery owned by Tianjin Radio and Television Industrial 
Company for ten years. One day in April 1980, he learned 
that his superiors had decided to transfer him to the par- 
ent company’s foreign trade section. Like many other uni- 
versity graduates who had been through the Cultural 
Revolution, working in a factory gave Sheng a sense of se- 
curity, and he declined the transfer. The factory manager 
came to discuss the issue with him, but Sheng again re- 
fused. A short time later, he was summoned for a third 
time, at which point he realized that he didn’t have a 
choice. He reluctantly agreed to go, but requested that his 
boss first, “please explain what ‘foreign trade’ is”. 

The move proved to be a turning point in Sheng Zha- 
ohong’s career. The first project he was involved in was 
introducing an assembly line for a black-and-white televi- 
sion picture tube. Two years later, he was one of the main 
negotiators on a deal with Nippon Electric Glass, worth 
160 million yuan. That year, Sheng, then 38, was being 
introduced as the youngest project chief in the company. 

“I was young at that time, the only thing I cared about 
was that I learned something through negotiations,” says 
Sheng. His business knowledge quickly accumulated, not 
only in terms of terminology, but also in accounting and 
articles of various laws and regulations. 

In his fifteen years working in the area of foreign trade 
in Tianjin, he participated in projects as varied as the in- 
troduction of complete sets of electronic equipment, pro- 
cessing of materials supplied by clients, compensatory 
trade, contracting overseas construction projects, and se- 
curing overseas investment. 

It was this rich experience in the field that, some years 
later as a negotiator for China Unicom, led him to insist on 
adding a clause to its standard contracts including ‘chang- 
es of government policy’ to the articles of non liability, thus 
saving China Unicom a fortune in compensation payouts, 
when the government policy did change finally. “Many of 
my former colleagues in China Unicom wondered how I 
could have had such foresight. They said it was a great idea 
to put the ‘changes of government policy’ in the contract,” 
Sheng said with a proud smile. “Experience!” 

A negotiator never takes 
pen and paper 

In 1995, the light of destiny once again shone on 
Sheng. A former superior was named General Manager of 
the newly established China Unicom in Beijing, and she 
offered Sheng a job. 

“I was fully aware that this was an opportunity for 
me, it meant a much bigger stage.” He went back home 
and asked his wife whether he should go. She replied, “Do 
whatever you think is best for your career.” 

Sheng came to China Unicom on 15 August 1995. The 
most crucial issue then for the one-year-old telecom com- 
pany was lack of money, or as Sheng puts it, “All the pots 
were boiling, yet no rice was ready for cooking.” He kicked 
off his negotiating career as director of the Project Coop- 
eration Department. 

He had been in the job just five days when he faced 
his first big test. A team from Bell Canada International 
(BCI) arrived in Beijing to cement a deal China Unicom. 
The negotiations continued day and night at the Grand 
Hotel near Wangfujing. At 6:30 am on the 26 September, 
all details of the 120-million-yuan contract were finally 
settled. BCI became the first big company among several 
tens of enterprises to encounter Sheng’s style and his gift 
for negotiation. BCI chief negotiator John Chen later be- 
came a good friend. 

“I’m an attacking type,” said Sheng, “and I never bring 
a paper and pen with me to the negotiating table.” 

Sheng stores everything in his own human “random 
access memory”, which also captures without fail the 
most important focal points in the negotiation. Sheng at- 
tributes his talent and his style to the training he re- 
ceived at his alma mater, Tsinghua University. “Tsinghua 
has many good traditions, one is the atmosphere of com- 
petition. Everybody wants to be the top student. The sec- 
ond is its teaching method; students are taught to capture 
the focal points of a subject. The third is that they encour- 
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Sheng Zhaohong, resigned 
at the age of 55 as a de- 
partment director of China 
Unicom, to start his own busi- 
ness. “I want to do something 
greater,” he says. 


E-mail: zhangxiaoxia@ynet.com 


Sheng’s Career Highlights 

• 1980 Transferred to foreign trade section of Tianjin Radio 
and Television Industrial Company 

• 1986 Transferred to Tianjin Bureau of Foreign Economy 
& Trade Affairs 

• 1995 Appointed director of Project Cooperation Depart- 
ment, China Unicom 

• 1998 Resigns from China Unicom and takes up advisory 
position with Henderson (China) Investment 

• 2001 Establishes Can Do Consulting 


age students to be innovative.” 

By now, Sheng Zhaohong was no longer the one 
asking for a definition of foreign trade. He himself was 
the definer: Negotiation means that both the buying 
and selling parties share a common understanding, 
the two sides want to reach an agreement. The final 
goal of a negotiation is to reach a contract that both 
parties are satisfied with and accept. 

The chief negotiator should always bear in mind the 
bottom line of the specific negotiation. Everything else 
is a question of technique. “Negotiation techniques,” says 
Sheng, “are different with different countries.” 

Once a Japanese negotiator and Sheng argued until 
three o’clock in the morning. The Japanese cried in front 
of him, saying that if he continued to cut the price, he 
would be fired on his return to Japan. Sheng was un- 
moved; he knew it was part of the game. Meanwhile 
American negotiators might try to intimidate their rivals 
by raising their voices. Sheng’s response was simply to 
shout back at them. 

Sheng’s record for a marathon negotiation is 51 hours 
without closing his eyes for sleep. Four companies in- 
cluding Telecom Italia, Sumitomo Bank, Daewoo, Mitsui 
took turns to negotiate with him. After two days and two 
nights, while still in the middle of talks with Telecom Ita- 
lia, the China Unicom General Manager called him to at- 
tend a banquet. During the three-hour banquet, his boss 
commented that Sheng did not seem to be as clear-mind- 
ed as usual and asked him what was wrong, “Nothing, I 
just haven’t slept for 48 hours; adding this three hours, 
it’s 51 hours already,” replied Sheng. 

According to normal logic, anyone who works such ri- 
diculous hours as Sheng, must be thinking about the fi- 
nancial benefits or promotion. Sheng denies both. “My 
salary was no more than other departmental directors, 
and I never received a bonus for working overtime.” He 
says his motive comes from his credo that if something is 
worth doing, it’s worth doing well. 

Sheng was used to being in the eye of the storm, but 
his resignation on 16 August 1998 was still a shock to 
the whole company. His family, his friends and his col- 
leagues all entreated him to think twice, but Sheng was 
firm with his decision, “I want to do something greater,” 
he told them. 


To do something great 

Two weeks after leaving China Unicom, Sheng joined 
Henderson (China) Investment, as executive assistant to 
Chairman Li Jiajie. However in what was the winter for 
IT businesses, it was not easy to find good projects worthy 
of investment. 

Sheng spent a lot of time at his two-story home in 
Changping county, thinking. Still full of energy, he felt 
like a caged beast. He spent his days pacing up and down, 
until his wife complained that she was not accustomed to 
seeing her husband like this. She knew the best medicine 
to cure a workaholic was to get him to do something. 

The two-year contract with Henderson ended at the 
end of August last year, and Sheng left still with the 
hope of doing something greater. Two months later he es- 
tablished his very own company, Can Do Consulting. Fa- 
miliar with the local laws and regulations, possessing a 
rich experience in dealing with foreign investors, a strong 
knowledge of the domestic market and a network of use- 
ful contacts, meant he was well qualified to act as a con- 
sultant. China’s entry to the World Trade Organization 
provided the right timing, as more and more foreign in- 
vestors would come to China, and more and more Chinese 
entrepreneurs would seek to invest abroad, “I can be a 
good bridge,” says Sheng. 

According to a friend, Li Yanan, who used to own an 
advertising agency, Sheng “is a terrific advisor on finan- 
cial affairs and economic laws. All his suggestions are fea- 
sible and practical.” 

To start one’s own business at the age of 58 might seem 
like folly for most people, but not for Sheng, “I still have 
ambition,” he says. “I want to do several big projects.” 

“And how big?” 

“Over 100 million US dollars.” 











Beijing Under Reconstruction 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1 000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimrriing and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take b us no. 811 or Te 6 and get off at Ren ming Daxue stop. 
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Ming Tombs to Receive 38 
Million Yuan Face-lift 


By Miao Yajie/Xi Yuming 

Renovations, repairs and 
reconstructions are the order 
of the day as Beijing starts 
sprucing itself up in prepa- 
ration for the 2008 Olympics. 
Besides the Forbidden City 
renovation project, a major 
reconstruction of the Ming 
Tombs started this month, 
and is due to be completed 
before the opening of the 
Beijing Olympic Games. 

Deling Tomb is the first 
to undergo restoration work. 
Attention will turn to six 
other dilapidated tombs in 
the following seven years. 

Deling Tomb is the burial 
place of Emperor Zhu Youx- 
iao (1620-1627), the 15th em- 
peror of the Ming Dynasty, 
and his empress Yi’an. The 
tomb area is in a poor state 
of repair, with the once mag- 
nificent Hall of Blessings 
collapsed and the Gate of 


Blessings entirely gone. Only 
the green pines and cypress- 
es still stand in testament to 
the solemn past. The renova- 
tion of the tomb is to be com- 
pleted within two years. 

Due to lack of funding, 
only Changling Tomb, Din- 
gling Tomb and Zhaoling 
Tomb among the 13 Ming 
Tombs have been renovat- 
ed during the past half- 
century. 

The total cost of the ren- 
ovation project is estimated 
at 38 million yuan. One mil- 
lion yuan of this comes from 
a special fund allocated by 
the State Culture Relics Bu- 
reau, and the rest has been 
raised by the Ming Tombs 
Administrative Office, main- 
ly from the sale of admission 
tickets for Dingling Tomb 
and Changling Tombs, Juy- 
ongguan Great Wall, and the 
Divine Road. 


Green Olympic Project to 
Clean up Temple of Earth 


By Miao Yajie 

While the Deling Tomb 
project will be a boon for 
tourism, more Beijingers will 
benefit directly from the 
Temple of Earth renovation 
project. With a total invest- 
ment of 490 million yuan, 
a new square with grass, 
trees, flower gardens, foun- 
tains and sculptures will be 
constructed around the pop- 
ular park. The launch of the 
project also marks the begin- 
ning of the Green Olympic 
Project. 

The Temple of Earth has 
long been hemmed in by 
temporary houses; while the 
poor environment and fre- 
quent traffic jams blight the 
historical appeal of the impe- 
rial garden. The project will 
also see the restoration of 
the original walls of the tem- 
ple, while the road leading to 
the south gate will be wid- 
ened from the current seven 


to nine meters to thirty-two 
meters, to include a bike path 
and pedestrian way. Work is 
expected to be completed by 
the end of August. 

Meanwhile, reconstruc- 
tion of Yongdingmen gate 
tower, to the south of Qian- 
men, will begin in two 
months. Yongdingmen, built 
during the Ming Dynasty, 
was the biggest and most 
important of Beijing’s seven 
outer city gates. Because the 
original site of the gate tow- 
er is just north of where a 
bridge now crosses the canal, 
the new tower will stand 30 
meters north of the original 
site. The old Yongdingmen 
had an embrasure watch- 
tower in the front, a gate 
tower at the back, and a 
barbican in the middle of 
the two buildings. The recon- 
struction, to be built accord- 
ing to the original design, is 
to be completed this year. 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


Emperor’s Painting 
Illuminates 
Spring Auction 


Main entrance of Deling Tomb 


Photo by Xi Yuming 


By Zhao Pu 

T he flow of antique paintings 
from overseas back to the Chi- 
nese mainland has become a 
key trend in the fine arts market in 
recent years. As the hammer rises for 
China Guardian 2002 Spring Auction 
(April 22, 23), a painting of a Song 
Emperor has whetted the appetites 
of many museums and private collec- 
tors. 

Though Guardian Auction House 
and many connoisseurs hope that this 
precious artwork will stay at home, 
the painting is destined to fall into 
the hands of the highest bidder. 

A rare and precious antique 

Birds Sketch , a painting by Song 
Emperor Zhao Ji (1082-1135AD) is be- 
ing sold by a private Japanese collector. 
It is the first work of art by this artist- 
emperor ever to be auctioned interna- 
tionally. 

The 900-year-old, 521.5-centimeter- 
long painting, mounted on a silk scroll 
comprises of 12 sections depicting birds 
and flowers. According to art specialists 
from Guardian Auctions who recently 
inspected the scroll, the brushwork is 
identical to other known paintings by 
the Song emperor, indication that the 
work is genuine. The imperial seals of 
Zhao Ji stamped on the painting, plus 
some 40 seals of 
subsequent col- 
lectors, are fur- 
ther evidence of 
its authenticity. 

However Xu 
Bangda, an au- 
thority in the 
appraisal of old 
paintings, says 
that what is be- 
ing offered for 
auction may 
only be one sec- 
tion of the origi- 
nal painting. 

While most 
estimates date the work to the later 
years of the emperor’s reign, Xu voice 
his judgment that Zhao Ji painted Birds 
Sketch at the age of 18 or 19. “The im- 
perial stamp of ‘One Person Under the 
Sky 5 does not appear on this painting, 
suggesting that it is a production of his 
early years,” says Xu. 

The Artist Emperor 

Zhao Ji, or Emperor Song Huizong 
is esteemed as an outstanding artist 
rather than a good emperor. His reign 
of 25 years is characterized as a fatu- 
ous and tyrannical. 

His chief claim to fame, as every 
middle school student knows, is the 
Jing Kang Incident (1126AD), in 
which he was captured by the Jin 
army, marking the end of the North- 
ern Song Dynasty. 

Ascending to the throne at the age 
of 18, Zhao Ji was already an accom- 
plished poet, calligrapher and paint- 


er. The calligraphic style Shoujin he 
created has long been appreciated as 
a peculiar branch of the Chinese cal- 
ligraphy tree. 

Due to his love of painting, the 
art school of the late Song Dynasty 
gathered numerous artists and pros- 
pered for a time. Sketches from na- 
ture make up a significant part of 
his oeuvre. Flower and bird sketches 
were taken as the evaluation criteria 
of an artist in the Song Dynasty, un- 
der the influence of the painter em- 
peror. 

A story in Chinese art books re- 
cords his persistent pursuit of the 
nature sketches. A litchi tree in the 
courtyard of the imperial palace was 
bearing fruit, and a peacock lingered 
under the tree. The emperor sum- 
moned all the court painters to sketch 
the scene. When the painters submit- 
ted their paintings for his assessment, 
the emperor expressed disappoint- 
ment. He noted that when the pea- 
cock flew into the air, it raised its left 
foot first; whereas the peacocks de- 
picted by the artists raised their right 
foot. 

Priceless Artwork to Remain in 
China? 

Though Guardian Auction House 
has not re- 
vealed their es- 
timate for this 
art treasure, 
many predict it 
to go for over 10 
million yuan, 
and some antic- 
ipate the auc- 
tion will set a 
new record in 
China. 

Ji Kang’s 
Regimen , a cal- 
ligraphy work 
by another 
Song Emperor 
- Song Gaozong went for 9.9 million 
yuan two years ago; Ten Odes , a 
painting and calligraphy work by 
Song poet Zhang Xian set an auction 
record in China when Hanhai Auc- 
tion Company sold it for 19.8 million 
yuan in 1995. Zhao Ji is regarded as 
a superior artist to both of them. 

Many domestic museums are 
showing a great interest in the paint- 
ing, as are some overseas collectors. 
Will the painting stay in China or be- 
come a prize exhibit somewhere else 
in the world? April 23 will bring the 
answer. 

(Potential buyers can contact Guardian 
Auctions directly for an estimate. 

Tel: 65182315) 

©A Guardian staff member carefully 
unrolls Zhao Ji’s Bird Sketch 

©+® Details of Bird Sketch 
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Pretend to Be... 

By Jimmy 

Pretend to be a bird, I could fly; 

Pretend to be fish, I could dive; 

Pretend to be a dog, I could hunt rabbits;. 
Pretend to be a cat, I could act wildly; 
Pretend to be an angel, I could be pure and holy; 
Pretend to be a devil, I could be fierce and cruel; 
Pretend to be a person, well, ... that could be boring. 
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ith Peace 


The materials have no meaning, 
the way fixing them together gives 
them sense. 


EDITOR: ZHANG XIAOXIA DESIGNER: HAN HAO 
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By Shi Xinyu 


Convince You of 
The Pure-hearted Things 


By Zhao Pu 

On Sanlian Bookstore’s 
best-seller list, Taiwanese 
writer Jimmy (/"LtK) oc- 
cupies not one, but sev- 
eral prominent places. A 
Chance of Sunshine tops 
the list with the sales of 
more than 100 copies in 
the first week. Several of 
his other books are also 
best sellers. 

Opening any of his 11 
works, delicate watercolor 
paintings together with 
simple poetic words tell 
imaginative and inspiring 
stories. “Jimmy touches 
the softest part of people’s 
hearts with the simplest 
language,” says Zhang 
Zhijun, an editor at San- 
lian Bookstore Publishing 
House, the publisher of 
Jimmy’s books in Chinese 
mainland, “that’s why he 
is so popular.” 

“Everyone in this so- 
ciety cares about two 
things,” says Zhang. “One 
is how other people suc- 
ceed, or made their pile; 
second is how I can suc- 
ceeded and become rich. 
We are all pursuing suc- 
cess and fame, but we are 
all ordinary people, and 


we all need affection and 
love in life.” 

“At present, if you tell 
others that you have a 
pure love, they’ll laugh at 
you. People no longer be- 
lieve in true love,” says 
Zhang, “but Jimmy can 
convince you with a simple 
watercolor painting that 
there is still such a thing as 
pure-hearted love, sincere 
trust and naive pleasure. 
He inspires you, encourag- 
es you and pushes you to 
carry on.” 

A Chance of Sunshine, 
his magnum opus, which 
propelled him to the fore- 
front of Taiwanese pub- 
lishing market, tells a 
story of the fate of uncer- 
tainty. The hero is a vi- 
olinist and the heroine a 
translator. They live in two 
adjacent apartment build- 
ings. He usually walks to 
the left, she goes to the 
right; they never met un- 
til one day, a sudden pas- 
sion brings them together. 
They spend a sweet after- 
noon and are separated in 
uncertainty A year later, 
when they are both leav- 
ing the lonely city, they 
find each other again. 


JL indoor installation art performance 

& j on the theme of the 9*11 terror at- 
I I tack has attracted hundreds of visi- 
tors since its opening last Saturday. 

It is my first piece of work, and although I ex- 
pected it would be recognized, I never thought 
it would attract so many people,” says Zhou 
Xiang, the 27-year-old creator of the work, ti- 
tled “0*4D”, on show at Beijing Shangri-la Com- 


A voice hardly heard 

After the 9*11 terror attack happened, the 
majority of media reports were concerned with 
the resulting economic fallout, political turbu- 
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lence, and the negative influence on people’s 
material lives. 

Zhou took it as a pity, especially a pity for art- 
ists, that onlf a few people reviewed the trage- 
dy from the angle of human nature with respect 
for the value of lives. “I decided to make such 
a voice for myself,” Zhou says, “and (MD is 
my voice to wake up people to their own inner 
worlds.” 

The “0” symbolizes an invisible gate to an 
uncertain 4th dimension world, because “it is 
the meeting point of positive and negative num- 
bers in mathematics and it could either be a 
beginning or an end,” explains Zhou. “The re- 
sult of the uncertainty is up to everyone’s own 
choice. It is just like the choice between good 
and evil when one faces the inner self.” 


* 


Making sense from meaningless materials 
Using a variety of fibers, fabrics, plastics, 
metals, transparent soft pipes, crystals, xuan 
paper (a special paper traditionally used for cal- 
ligraphy and painting) and water, Zhou presents 
her idea of using human beings’ inherent im- 
maculate and gracious spirit to fight against 
and overcome external violence and terror. 

“The materials have no meaning by them- 
selves. It’s the way they fit together that gives 
them sense,” says Zhou. 

A piece of colorless plastic is set on the floor 
and raised at the four corners to form a pool- 
like base, in which lies a few inches of water. 
“The pool symbolizes human nature. It is trans- 
parent and not easily realized but it is always 
there. The water is the source of life, which can 
gestate both good and evil.” 

In the center of the pool stands a frame, 
made from the metal remains of an old bus, 
wrapped with white xuan paper. Zhou believes 
all metal things have a hardness and a kind of 
power that can not only build up a world but 
could easily destroy one also. “It is just like the 


wisdom and ambition of human beings,” she 
says. “We cannot give them up, but we should 
use goodness to lay siege to them and make 
them less dangerous to others.” 

High in the air, a shining piece of white trans- 
parent gauze flows from the vertex to the end 
of the frame, twinkling together with many col- 
ored and lustrous bits and pieces and scraps of 
iron things slung by thin fibers. “Actually con- 
science and evil are all glaring in our hearts. 
What I intend to express here is that our con- 
science is the only real guide and the hope that 
it should have the power to dim the allure of 
evil,” Zhou says. 

Surprising, clean and moving 

Many visitors express surprise when they 
see 0*4D, and find the sense of peace and quiet 
very attractive. 

Three-year-old French girl Lily asked her 
mother to take her back to the exhibition room 
again when they were on the way home after 
visiting once, insisting that it was the “nice and 
clean” place she had been to in her dreams. 

Some Chinese artists say the fact that even a 
little girl could respond in this way to a piece of 
non-mainstream contemporary art should be at- 
tributed to the sincerity of its maker. “It moves, 
rather than stimulates people,” says Wei Gang, 
a freelance pottery maker and sculptor, “so peo- 
ple accept it as a piece of art and not a farce.” 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Cleaning and mainteance for all kinds of carpet. 
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Exaggerated Absurdity 
Turns into Truth 

By Xiao Xia 

M illennium Teahouse , directed by 
Stan Lai (Lai Sheng-Chuan) is to 
be staged again in Beijing from 
March 25. The “most exciting theatre in the 
Chinese speaking world”, according to the 
Far East Economic Review, has aroused wide 
discussion on Xiang-Sheng, or cross-talk, a 
traditional form of stand-up comedy since 
its premiere last winter. 

Millennium Teahouse tells stories from the 
cross-talk stage set simultaneously on a night 
in the year 1900 and a night in 2000. In Lai’s 
drama, cross-talk is the main form of perfor- 
mance. The play covers topics such as the past 
and future of the art, as well as subsidiary 
themes that have evolved since his first cross- 
talk series in 1985. He also extends his ideas 
on absurdity and truth in the play. 

The “endology” is the chief absurdity stat- 
ed in the drama. Endology, created by Stan 
Lai only for the Millennium Teahouse , is a 
study on the ending. Two performers manage 
to prove to themselves the principle of endolo- 
gy: the one at the end always wins, or the end- 
ing is the most important. 

The endology is by no means an absurd 
premise, for the processes are also important. 
“When you find one absurd premise and take it 
to its logical extreme, you will find it turns into 
a truth,” says Lai. The audience keeps laugh- 
ing at the form of the language. Gradually, how- 
ever, they notice that regardless of whether 
it is good or bad, the ending is still the 
ending. They firmly 
accept the absur- 
dity as a truth 
in laughter, be- 
cause “the truth 
results in an ab- 
surdity” says Lai. 
In Lai’s Millen- 
nium Teahouse , 
the exaggerat- 
ed absurdity 
turns into 
truth. 


ame Bond 7 combines 
Vanessa-Mae and 
Spice Girls 
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By Zhu Lin 

T he Bond girls of James Bond 
fame now have a rival on the 
concert stage, a string quartet 
composed of four stylish young female 
musicians, named ‘Bond’. Following the 
release of their top selling debut album 
Born and a sell-out concert at the Royal 
Albert Hall, Bond will perform in Beijing 
on April 5 at the Workers’ Stadium. 

Like violinist Vanessa-Mae, all four 
members, Haylie Ecker, Eos Chater, Ta- 
nia Davis and Gay-Yee Westerhoff, have 
formal classical music training. But this 
neo-classical-pop foursome are more 


about beat than Bach, and their image 
and attitude seem to owe more than a 
little to the Spice Girls. 

Vanessa-Mae’s mother used to say, 
“My daughter is taking the fast track to 
be hot, but I’m afraid she won’t stay hot 
for long.” But the fact is, musicians like 
Vanessa-Mae are pushed to follow the 
path of commercialism by the demands 
of the market. Born has already sold 
nearly one million copies. No wonder 
Dickon Stainer, head of Decca UK de- 
scribes Bond as “a variety act, an enter- 
tainment act.” 


EDITOR: ZHANG XIAOXIA DESIGNER: HAN HAO 


Grassland Music to 
Echo in Beijing 

Qi Baoligao plays a Matouq- 
in, a Mongolian stringed instru- 
ment decorated with a horse head- 
shaped top. Long tunes are tradi- 
tional ballads about Mongolian 
history, folklore and love stories. A 
Mongolian Long Tunes and Ma- 
touqin Concert will be held at the 
Forbidden City Concert Hall on 
March 22 and 23. 

Photo by Zhang Cheng 


Rising Stars in Short Supply 



By Zhu Lin 

M arch and April is a 
busy time for the 
pop music world, with 
various pop awards following 
one after another. Next Friday’s 
Ninth Chinese Pop Music Bill- 
board Awards Concert should 
be a highlight on the calendar. 
However, such celebrations 
alone are not enough to bring 
about a revival of the stagnant 
Chinese pop music scene. 

“There are so few new pop 
stars to emerge last year, or 
recently, that we’re afraid the 
concert won’t be as exciting as 
it could be,” complained Jiang 
Yingjun of Beijing GHTY Cul- 
ture and Art Corporation, the 
sponsor of the concert. 

It costs between seven hun- 
dred thousand and one mil- 
lion yuan to launch a new CD, 
but the record companies don’t 
want to risk that sort of money. 
All the efforts to prepare and 
promote a new singer - train- 
ing, recording, marketing, all 
need money. In addition, it can 
take six months for a new CD 
to be picked up, and it’s impos- 
sible for the record company 
to recoup its investment in a 
short period of time. “The local 
record companies are all cut- 
ting costs,” said Jin Xing from 
Pulay Music, “and the quality 
of the work is lower.” 


“So even if a singer releases 
a CD, it’s hard for it to receive 
public attention,” she said. 

The rental fee of a record- 
ing studio is three to five thou- 
sand yuan per day, and usually 
one CD album takes a month to 
complete the recording. A back- 
ing band can cost a further for- 
ty or fifty thousand yuan. 

Furthermore very few un- 
known singers have the op- 
portunity to release their own 
CDs. Disc companies worry 
about getting production costs 
back, let alone making a prof- 
it. Often a singer’s releasing a 
new CD just means providing 
pirates chances to make a for- 
tune. “Last week I met such a 
man in Hangzhou,” said Guo 
Feng, a well-known local pop 
singer. “He told me he had 
sold 3,000 copies of my CDs in 
three days.” 

The problem of piracy and 
the stagnant situation of the 
local pop music scene not only 
holds back the emergence of 
new singers, but also acts as 
a disincentive for the estab- 
lished ones from developing. A 
vicious circle develops where 
the CD buying public hear lit- 
tle that is new and innovative, 
their taste and choices becom- 
ing narrower, and so the de- 
mand for new and innovative 
music also decreases. 
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3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 b# 3 i 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 


2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

Tel:6712.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 

Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



New French Restaurant Now Open! 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open:1 1 :00-24:00 Daily 

m± :H m m mss® ph m n -s 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 100 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(01 0)68843388-7 18/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

%i£-:(0 1 0)68843 388-71 8/620 
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Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

m 5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

til 4. ft 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 4§- 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 
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Night of Beijing Restaurant 

Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster/ clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 
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Time 

to 

goef 


By Jiao Pei 

It’s getting warmer and 
warmer in Beijing, when some 
sports-minded people start to 
think of just one word: golf. 
Started in Scotland in the 19th 
century, and popularized by 
such stars as Arnold Palmer, 
Jack Nicholas, and Tiger Woods, 
the sport is now popular the 
world over, and the reason you 
can’t see a doctor on Wednes- 
day In America alone, there 
are 20,000 golf courses. China 
has seen a growth of courses in 
the last few years to around one 
hundred, forty of which are in 
Beijing. 

Established in November 
2000, Came in China (Beijing), 
a shop specializing in the 
Japanese “Honma” golf equip- 
ment brand (Ben Jian in 
Chinese), attracts customers 
with its high quality. 

Famous throughout 
Asia, “Honma” golf 
clubs come in many 
price ranges, with sets 
ranging from three to 
two hundred thou- 
sand yuan. The clubs 
may be of wood, steel, 
fiberglass or titanium 
shafts as your choice. 

For high rollers, you 
can even get platinum 
or gold plated sets! 

Along with the quality that 
money buys, the service is com- 
mendable; all shafts can be ex- 
changed within two years if 
there are any defects and they 
offer free repair labor for the 
life of the clubs. Clothes and 
golf shoes are also available. 

Add: B05, -IF, Kerry Mall, 
1 Guanghualu, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. Open: 10:30am-8pm. 

Tel: 85299448. 


What’s yourfavorite shop, stand, bar or 
restaurant? We will be very happy to share 
your experience with all our readers and 
don’t forget, a mystery gift is waiting for you 
if we print your story. Please contact us 
at 65902524.Email: shopping@ynet.com. 
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Tibetan Make-up 
Before Bar Time 


By Li Dan 

“I would go out tonight, but I haven’t got 
a stitch to wear.” Morrisey never shopped 
at Ai’er Shop strategically located up the 
street from the Sanlitun bars, many foreign- 
ers choose to visit 
this cute store before 
hitting the strip, at- 
tracted by the Tibet- 
an fashions in the 
window. What little 
room is inside, shows 
a dazzling display of 
Tibetan jewelry and 
adornments, includ- 
ing earrings, neck- 
laces, bracelets and 
handbags. Whether 
on the wall, floor, on 
the counter or hanging down from the ceiling, 
there is enough here to quickly turn you into 
a Tibetan prince or princess. 

What’s more, owner You Tao’s paintings en- 
joy a certain popularity among foreigners in 
Beijing. His works are called modern Thang- 
ka (Tibetan painting focused on Buddhist 
subject) with a strong sense of color and sym- 
bolism. 

Each week, the stock is flown to Beijing di- 
rectly from Tibet. Since opening three years 
ago, many copycat shops around town have 
opened, but few compare. So the next time 
you go out, forget Gucci and Armani; find 
your stitch in this little Beijing corner of Ti- 
bet. 

Add: Ai’er Shop (J tfcM), 2# Building 
37, Sanlitun Zhongjie (^-J£ *tL + %), Chaoyang 
District, bus 120 to Gongti Beilu, walk north 
100 meters from the crossing then turn left. 

Open: 9am-9pm. 

Tel: 64175963. 


Photo by Zhuang Jian 


The Patisserie 


By Lydia 

Black Forest, Fruit Tart, Green Tea - What do 
all of these have in common? No, they’re not Beijing 
punk bands - they’re cakes. 

The Patisserie is a delicacy cake shop with fresh- 
ly baked cakes, pastries, breads, the finest chocolates 
and gourmet items. Austrian pastry chef Christoph 
Reinthaler’s pastries can be seen everywhere in lo- 
cal upscale supermarkets and hotels, but there’s 
only one Patisserie in the Grand Hyatt. 

In The Patisserie we can see various cakes and 
chocolates with amazing and ever-changing designs. 
For example, Black Forest Cake really looks like a 
mystery forest with layers of thin chocolate pieces 
surrounding the cake with white chocolate cream on 
top. Fruit Tart consists of piles of strawberries and 
cake crust; it looks like a little red pyramid. Green 
Tea Cake is the most beautiful one of all, with allur- 
ing green tea powder splashed freely on the cream. 
All the cakes are displayed for only one day and then 
disposed of at night. 

The Patisserie also has candles, baskets, gift box- 
es, and other baking/party accessories. 

Add: The Patisserie (#0#JL), 1st floor of Grand 
Hyatt Beijing, 1 Dongchang’anjie, Beijing Oriental 
Plaza, bus 1, 4, 57 to Wangfujing. 

Price: 150 yuan / pound. 

Open: 8am-9pm. 

Tel: 85181234 ext. 6362. 
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The Secret of 1 8 


By Li Dan 

Shi Ba Jie Mian Guan - 18th Street Noodle Res- 1 
taurant. Is it a name? Many customers ask, “Why 
do you call it 18th Street Noodle Restaurant? Is it 
the 18th one in Beijing?” 

The restaurant made its grand opening at the 
beginning of this March. With the strange name, 
the traditional setting, a troupe of good looking 
waitresses and the fact that it is open everyday 
until 3am, Eighteen Noodles is getting a good 
buzz. “Don’t worry! There are always people late 
at night, and we provide our best service till the 
last second of the day,” says the owner. 

Some of their offerings include; Ran Mian (Burn- | 
ing Noodles.), Chuan Jiang Mian (Sichuan Sauce 
Noodles), Pai Gu Mian (Spareribs Noodles) and San 
Xian Mian (Noodles with Three Delicacies). 

So why eighteen? “18 tables, 18 kinds of noo- 
dles with 18 different taste, 18 service girls all 
around 18 years old, opened on lunar January 
18th, and the funniest reason is that everyday we 
only prepare 90 kilograms of noodles (or 180 jin),” 
replied the owner with a smile. And if they exceed | 
their 180 jin limit? “Then we have also other 
tasty dishes and snacks.” The real reason for the 
name comes from a noodle restaurant that was 
located on No. 18 Street in Yibin City in 
Sichuan Province, 100 years ago. Yibin is 
famous for its bamboo, so each week the 
restaurant has tons of bamboo root wa- 
ter and seasonings flown into Beijing 
. for their noodle soup. No wonder it 
. f tastes so great! 

Add: Shi Ba Jie Mian Guan (-fvMlf 
), 26 Dongsanhuan Beilu (North East 
Third Ring Road), Baijiazhuang, Chaoyang 
District, bus 113 to Baijiazhuang, beside the road. 
Price: 12-18 yuan / a bowl of noodles. 

Open: 9am-3am. Tel: 65826550. 

Photo by Zhuang Jian I 
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BUSINESS AGENT 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co., Ltd. is the 
PRE^MiDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today}). We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 


AD PLACECr^rt#) 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 

♦SS&teillU^fE 

Business training and cooperation 

International transport 

Technique and culture communication 

♦ m m > si® > 

International investigation and financing 

♦»&«$] > m R . & £ > ftii 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

Business meeting, off ice and business tour 




Office equipment 


feiS AD.PLACE.TEL: (86)010-88552079/80 13601226884 

AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 
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BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 

iMt: db^rtMMIx^Isdbiri 2 ^ 

ms* iin 6i 

16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 
Tel:64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m ±: i 7 107-109 s 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, N0.1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
ffelS: 68313388 ft 57107-57109 88371521 If M-. 68342761 



CONSULTING 

Let us help you to extend you visa 
or change visa status 

Tel:65674187 

Mobile: 13001039008 13910101133 
(San Ze synthesize Trading) 


3 

3 
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Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦ Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 


Tel: 13701378266 


PI BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

RE-MsDIA 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 


Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 
FAX: 88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 
^ E-mail: pieere@sina.com 
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DIGITAL INPUT/OUTPUT STATION 


P^^:45 

*600 X 600dpi ifAfPii LB 

: 3.9 & 

: 90 # 

*32MB E-RDH 

KEY FEATURES: 

> 45 cpm/ppm 

> 600 X 600 dpi for Input & Output 

> Graphic User Interface 

> FCOT:3.9 Seconds 

> WUTrLess than 90 Seconds 

> 32MB Standard Memory E-RDH 


BEIJING ZH0NG0ING K0NICA PRODUCTS AGENT C0..LTD 


Teh 63465432 63464797 MP:13901151799 63448206 Post:100054 

Add: Room 3A407,Pengrun Jiayuan(l®<p!@),Caihuying Cloverleaf Junction, Fengtai District, Beijing, China 
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Business District Office 


By Wang Dandan 

Twenty two foreign and do- 
mestic delegations have visited 
Beijing Central Business District 
(CBD) Office. The office has ap- 
proved more than 100 compa- 
nies in the area, giving rise to 
a new round of investment. Av- 
erage office rent has jumped to 
more than US$50 per square me- 
ter per month from US$40. 


There are 457 international 
companies, 570 foreign offices, 
150 foreign banks and insurance 
companies and 192 law firms, ac- 
counting offices and consultancy 
offices in the CBD area. The com- 
ing of these companies has in- 
creased office rent in the area, 
with office occupancy over 96%. 

Beijing CBD Office plans to 
start more construction in 2002, 


providing chances to companies 
to bid for project planning. 
Delegations such as Singapore 
Industrial and Commercial Del- 
egation, Italian St. Paul Del- 
egation, American Investment 
Banking Delegation and Interna- 
tional Environmental Protection 
Funds have all shown interest, 
according to a Beijing CBD press 
release. 


Service Apartment Beats 
Hotel Room 

By Wang Dandan 

As the market expands, nearly 
all apartments in Beijing offer 
household service of different 
grades to stay competitive. Apart- 
ment complexes increasingly offer 
more services to meet demand. A 
service apartment offers all house- 
hold service: no need to ask friends 
or advertise for an “ayi” house- 
maid. A service apartment avoids 
a stranger in the home looking 
after cleaning, washing, shopping 
and baby-sitting. 

Where are these apartments? 

Ascott, St. Regis, China World , 1 

Hotel, Lee Garden and Oriental 
Plaza in the city center all offer 
five-star service. There are other 

projects which provide useful services but not five-star standard: no 
clubs, no facilities, only a housemaid. 

Negotiable service 

All service apartments provide household service upon request, 
but some include service charges in the rent while others don’t. Also 
it’s important to discuss how often to clean the apartment. Some 
customers prefer beds made every morning and apartments cleaned 
twice a week. 

Differences with hotel room 

Generally speaking, there is not much difference between a five- 
star apartment and a five-star hotel in terms of equipment and 
facilities. All these apartments are equipped with clubhouse, gym, 
swimming pool, sauna and broadband. But if staying more than a 
month, an apartment might save money. 

Ascott, in the East Third Ring Road, offers a 78-square-meter room 
for about US$3,000 a month. China World Hotel costs about US$130 
a day for a 40-50 square meter standard room, about US$3,900 a 
month. A bedroom, a living room and a kitchen renders a five-star 
apartment more homely. 

Price 

The price of each project depends on the level of service required. 

Renting an apartment with all-round service costs about 30% more 
than a non-service apartment. 



Apartments Evolve over 2002: 
Less Density, More Decoration 


By Wang Dandan 

High land use costs cram 
apartments close to each oth- 
er in the Second and Third 
Ring Road. “No land will be 
left without apartments,” is 
the popular saying in the real 
estate industry. 

New styles alter 

Apartment styles change 
with the market, with the 
main purchase trend moving 
towards middle-class families 
away from company bulk buy- 
ers. Apartments are thus be- 
coming more economical. 

With the construction of 
the Fourth Ring Road and 
an express traffic system be- 
tween the city and the sub- 
urbs, apartments are starting 
to sprawl outwards. 

Tianhu Group is building a 
2,400,000-square-meter 
Changying residential area. 
Beijing Huarun Real Estate 
Development and Manage- 
ment Company has started 
construction in the south, 
north and eastern areas of 
the Fourth Ring Road. Beijing 
Shouchuang Group has devel- 
oped 2 million square meters 
of villas in an area along We- 
nyuhe River. 

All these projects are low- 
er-density housing, such as 
villas and townhouses. The 
projects have smaller con- 
struction costs as they are 


grander in scale than other 
projects in the city. They usu- 
ally boast all-round facilities 
and amenities. 

Mini apartments up 

When the Beijing real es- 
tate market began in the 
1980s, its chief beneficiaries 
consisted of company mass 
purchasers and the rich, with 
the result spacious and pricey 
apartments. 

As demand increasingly in- 
fluences supply, the bulk buy- 
ers disappeared and the rich 
rested on their laurels. Mid- 
dle-class families are now the 
market. What they want are 
apartments that cost less than 
500,000 yuan. As construc- 
tion costs seem unlikely to 
decline anytime soon, buyers 
are seeking out smaller Hong- 
Kong-style apartments. 

Projects have been seeing 
good sales in smaller apart- 
ments, while bigger apart- 
ments stand empty. Small 
apartments are selling out 
quickly, as demand continues 
to rise. 

According to 2001 statis- 
tics, small apartments ac- 
count for 15% of projects. 
Bigger apartments in middle- 
class projects, with an aver- 
age price of 6,000 yuan per 
square meter, remain vacant 
while the smaller apartments 
are sold out before building is 


even completed. 

Apartments will increas- 
ingly lose space over 2002: 
with one-room apartments 
falling to 60 square meters; 
two-room apartments 80-90 
square meters and three-room 
apartments of about 100 
square meters. 

Decor decisive 

According to regulations 
starting December 1, 2001, 
developers who apply to con- 
struct projects should pro- 
vide well-decorated, not plain 
rooms. 

Plain rooms used to be 
dubbed “cars without wheels” 
in half-done projects. The well- 
decorated rooms save on costs 
by bulk fitting. It also pre- 
vents the structure from be- 
ing damaged by apartment 
owners and reduces noise for 
the neighbors. 

Domestic decoration is the 
future of the Beijing real es- 
tate industry. But a generic one- 
size-fits-all decor tramples on 
individuality. Updating decora- 
tions is another issue. Such is- 
sues need time to be resolved. 
Some developers already offer 
a menu of decoration choices to 
potential buyers. 

Improving decorations will 
be the trend for 2002, with 
integrated kitchen appliances 
and bathroom facilities only 
the beginning. 



Mrs. Moua K. Gyllenham- 
mar, Norway 

The mattresses should be 
softer, and I suggest putting 
some milk as well as tea in 
the refrigerator. But I like 
this hotel for its high-quali- 
ty service, and I enjoy going 
to shops in the neighborhood 
during the night. 

Doront, France 

It’s very clean and they 
provide very good housekeep- 
ing, making things very com- 


fortable. It would be better 
if we could see French pro- 
grams in the room on TV. 
Bengt Boyesen, Norway 
I like the standard here. 
It is far better than we had 
expected. Although the hotel 
locates in this area of traffic 
jams, it is very clean and qui- 
et. The reception ladies are 
very helpful and speak good 
English. Also, my 11-year-old 
son enjoys the Chinese food 
here so much! 


Guest 

Target: New World Courtyard, Beijing 
When: 5pm-6pm, Tuesday, Mar 18 th 
Quf- Hotel Detective: Li Dan 


“HOUSING” welcomes your feedback: What kind of difficul- 
ties do you encounter when looking for housing in Beijing? What 
kind of information do you need? What can we help you with? Our 

e-mail: housing@ynet.com Tel:6590-2522 Fax: 6590-2525 




Who Reveals Personal Information? 


By WangDandan/Lei Qinping 

When buying an apartment, a 
customer gives the developer pri- 
vate information including work 
and phone number. Readers have 
told Beijing Today they receive 
calls from decorating companies 
even after rejecting a house and 
taking back the deposit. Upon in- 
vestigation, it is learned the de- 
veloper forwards the individual 
personal information to the com- 
panies. 

Calls annoy purchaser 

Lisa signed an agreement with 
a developer several months ago. 
But the developer did not deliver 
the apartment on time. As regu- 
lated by the agreement, Lisa re- 
jected the apartment and 
obtained her deposit back. 

But during negotiations 
with the developer to re- 
ject the apartment, she 
received calls from a dec- 
oration company, who rec- 
ommended the apartment to her. 
As Lisa hadn’t decided on a new 
apartment, she politely refused the 
request. The decoration company 
representative called Lisa every 
other day asking her to employ 
this company. 

Lisa’s puzzle 

Lisa puzzled over how the deco- 
ration company had obtained her 
mobile phone number. Only her 
colleagues, close friends and rela- 
tives were given her number. She 
asked the staff from the company 
and was told the developer had be- 
trayed her privacy. 

Decorators pay for informa- 
tion 

When the reporter contacted 
the company, the staff member 


who had called Lisa admitted he 
obtained her number from the de- 
veloper. He also said it is one very 
effective way of getting potential 
customer information as almost 
every buyer wants to decorate an 
apartment before moving in. It is 
clearly useful business for decora- 
tion companies to obtain the tar- 
get client group information from 
a developer. 

Salesman: potential profits 

Zhang Jun, a salesman for a 
project told Beijing Today buyer 
info is a precious commodity for 
decoration companies. A salesman 
can obtain 2% commission on the 
done deal. 

Judge: privacy violated 

Revealing purchaser in- 
formation is regarded as 
trespassing privacy, said 
Yan Ming, assistant judge 
of Beijing People’s Second 
Intermediate Court. 
Developer to compen- 
sate Lisa 

The developer should compensate 
Lisa for what he has done. Compen- 
sation includes emotional damage 
and property loss. The developer 
should also immediately stop reveal- 
ing other purchasers’ privacy. 

How to prevent such prob- 
lems? 

To avoid such problems, the 
buyer should sign additional 
rules in the contract that if 
the privacy is revealed by the 
developer, the developer should 
pay compensation. Such prob- 
lems have occurred with more 
than one purchaser in Beijing. 
Then purchasers can take the ev- 
idence and authorize a lawyer to 
deal with the developer. 


.A 

Legal Aid 


Lazybones: Take Note 


Special thanks to Guanfu Classic Art Museum 


The chair is often kept in the study 
or the garden. 


Home 

HF 

Furnishing 


By Wang Dandan/ Han Kun 

As the name suggests, a lying chair is for lying. 
It originated from jiao yi, a Ming Dynasty chair 
with folding legs. 

Tang Yin (or Tang Bohu), a Ming Dynasty paint- 
er portraited himself lying on such a lying chair. 
Mainly made of rosewood, some chairs are also 
made of rattan or bamboo. The chair is mostly 
used in the Suzhou and Guangzhou areas. Suzhou 
people prefer the smaller chairs, while Guangzhou 
people like them larger. 

The back of the chair is flexible - higher 
or lower - to meet individual needs. 



I To Let By Salinda 

Description: 

two-storey apart- 
ment, 170 square 
meters, 6th floor, with 3 bed- 
rooms, 2 bathrooms and 2 living 
rooms, a 20-square-meter sun 
room. Chinese decoration style, 
furniture, satellite TV, high-qual- 


Apartment for Sale 


ity electrical appliances. 

Location: Haidian district, 
Shangdi Infor Industry Base, 
Xili district (3.5kms from 
Zhongguancun, 2kms from Ts- 
inghua University) 

Selling price: lmillion yuan 
Rent: $2,500 per month 
Contact: dushu@ynet.com 
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Exhibitions 



Painting by Malcolm Koh 

An Architect’s Water & Ink 
Paintings 

By Malcolm Koh, a famous 
Singapore architect, who has 
studied Chinese painting since 
the early 1960’s. Where: Cre- 
ation Gallery, near Ritan Park. 
When: March 23-29, 10am- 

7pm. Opening reception: March 
23, 3-6pm. Tel: 65067570. 

Ye Xue’s Paintings 

Works blend artifacts, espe- 
cially terracotta warriors, with 
contemporary themes. 

Where: Qin Gallery, 38 A 
Fangcaodi Beijie, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. When: March 29 - April 
11, 10am-6pm. Tel: 65074062 or 
13601038025. Email: qingallery 
@y ahoo.com 
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Painting by Ye Xue 

Solo Art Exhibition 

Originally from Shandong 
Province, Canadian artist Yong- 
Jin Cui graduated from the 
Shandong Provincial Academy 
of Fine Arts in 1987 before at- 
tending art school in Lausanne, 
Switzerland from which he grad- 
uated in 1993. He has present- 
ed his works in many galleries 
in Canada in recent years and 
is pleased to be back in China 
to give an exhibition including 
contemporary sculpture and 
photography. Where: Canadian 
Embassy. When: March 22-April 
22. Tel: 65323536. 




The Country Lanes 

Where: Mentougou County, west 
of Beijing. 

Leave: 8:30am at the Lido outside 
Starbucks, 9am at capital Paradise’s 
main gate. Come back: 4-5pm. 

Cost: 150 yuan per adult, 100 yuan 
per child under 12. (round trip trans- 
port, snacks and beverages, profes- 
sional guide). 

Route: Hikers will walk through 
two villages. The first is called “Xia 
Hei Wo” (Lower Black Nest), the sec- 
ond is “Shang Hei Wo” (Upper Black 
Nest). 

How to join: bjhikers (0tyahoo.co.uk 
and 13701003694 (Huilin). 




Friday 

Cloudy 

March 22 

Max: 17C. Min: 3C. 


Saturday 
March 23 

Clear 
Max: 15C. Min: 4C. 


Monday 
March 25 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 15C. Min: 5C. 


Wednesday ^ 
March 27 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 18C. Min: 4C. 


Sunday 
March 24 

Overcast 
Max:16C.Min: 5C. 


Tuesday 
March 26 

Clear 

Max: 16C.Min: 3C. 


Thursday ^ 
March 28 * 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 18C.Min: 3C. 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print employ- 
ment, language exchange and 
accommodation info for individ- 
uals. Feel free to email us at 
bjtodayinfo @ ynet.com or call 
65902520. By Priscilla / Lydia 




Easter 

A special Easter service 
with uplifting music, drama 
and an inspirational mes- 
sage relevant to your life 
today. Sunday School and 
childcare available. Where: 

21st Century Theater, 2km 
east of the Kempinski 
Hotel. When: March 31, 

9- 11am. Tel: 1390 110 
4943 

Boat Trip for Celebrating 
Easter 

From the Military Mu- 
seum to the Summer Pal- 
ace. The boat trip will be 
along the Third Ring Road 
to the South entrance of 
the Summer Palace, a gate 
few people visit. Snacks 
will be offered on board 
with plenty of beer and 
soft drinks. Late afternoon, 
people will go to a restau- 
rant in the north of Beijing. 

It specializes in wild birds. 

Leave: Worker’s Stadium. Fee: 220 yuan per 
person (transport, entrance fee, food & drinks 
on board, dinner & drinks). Email: yphh@ 
yahoo.com 

Ladies Easter Brunch 

The Women’s Ministry of the Beijing Interna- 
tional Christian Fellowship will host their next 
ladies brunch. It is an opportunity to meet new 
and old friends. Tickets are available in the 
BICF lobby. Where: St. Regis Hotel. When: 
10:30am, March 30. Admission: 120 yuan per 
person or 200 for 2 persons Teachers/Students 60 
yuan. Email: lathamk@public.bta.net.cn (Dolo- 
res Latham). 

Easter Party 

Garden sunshine, face painting, egg hunt- 




ing, buffet and lucky draw. Two Easter bun- 
nies will lead children in activities such as 
face painting and searching for Easter eggs. 
A buffet will also be available. Where: Silk 
Road Trattoria, the Great Wall Sheraton Hotel. 
When: March 31, llam-3pm. Fee: 175 yuan 
per adult, 110 yuan per child, free for children 
under 3 years old, including free flow of soft 
drinks. Tel: 65905566 ext. 2117, 65905888. 
Happy Easter 

Easter buffet, Easter Sunday egg hunt in the 
spring garden. Clown, live bunnies, chicks and 
ducks, delicacies and games. 

When: March 29-31. Easter buffet & egg 
hunt on March 31, 12pm. Where: Coffee Gar- 
den, Shangri-la Hotel Beijing. Tel: 68412211 
ext. 2715. 



The 9th Top Song Billboard Awards 

Where: Capital Stadium. When: March 29, 7:30pm. Admission: 
200-500 yuan. Tel: 65928449. 

Music at Bars 

Evening News, Get Lucky Bar, March 22, 9pm, 30 yuan, 64299109. 
Fish & Flower, Rhine River Bar, March 23, 9pm, 20,30 yuan, 
82049579. Brainfailure, CD Cafe, March 24. 

An Ear to the 
Ground - Beijing 
Talking 

Beijing Talk- 
ing’s Bao Luo, and 
Su Fang bring 
their jazz and rock 
and roll roots to 
Beijing’s stage. 

This is the first of 
Logistix’s month- 
ly concerts called 
“ An Ear to the 

Ground”. Prochers, Sanlitun North Bar Street, March 28, 84049602. 
Premiere of Eton College Chapel Choir 

Eton College Chapel Choir, which was founded in 1440. A part of 
their performance will be in Chinese. 

Conductor: Ralph Allwood. Program: organ: J.S.Bash: Prelude & 
Fugue, choir: William Byrd: Civitas sancti tui; John Tavener (b 1994): 
The Lamb; Giles Swayne (b 1946): Magnificat; Benjamin Britten: 
Hymn to St. Cecila; Malcolm Boyle (1902-1976): Thou, O God, art 
praised in Zion; Cornelius: The Three Kings. Two Chinese songs, 
popular choir arrangement. Choir & organ: Monteverdi: Beatus 
Vir, Handel: De Torrente from Dixit Dominus. 

Where: Forbidden City Concert Hall, Zhongshan Park. When: 
March 27, 7:30pm. Admission: 60-380 yuan, 500 yuan VIP. Tel: 
65928449. 

Symphonic Concert 

By China Philharmonic Orchestra. Conductor: Yu Long. Cellist: 
Ma Xinhua. Program: Huang Zi: Reminiscence of the past; Andrew 
Lloyd Webber: Variation on Paganini’s Themes; Bela Bartok: Con- 
certo for Orchestra. 

Where: Beijing Concert Hall. When: March 29, 7:30pm. Admis- 
sion: 30-220 yuan. Tel: 66057006. 




Genghis Khan Mother - Chi- 
nese Movie with English 
Subtitles 

Directed by Mailisi, Sai 
Fu, starring Tumen, Ailiya, 
110 minutes, 1998. Set on 
the Mongolian plains, this 
film depicts the children and 
early years of one of histo- 
ry’s pivotal characters. The 
director paid great attention 
to local costumes and dia- 
logue to create a historically 
accurate portrait of the ep- 
och when Mongolia’s great 
hero came of age. The pic- 
ture won the award for “Best 
Film” at the Philadelphia 
Film Festival in 1998. 


Where: Cherry Lane 

Movies, Sino- Japanese Youth 
Exchange Center. When: 
March 22, 8pm. Admission: 
50 yuan. Tel: 64615318. 

Giulietta degli spiriti (Juliet 
of the Spirit) 

Giulietta is a middle-aged 
woman who suspects her 
husband, Giorgio, of cheat- 
ing after his initial neglect 
of her becomes habit. Fright- 
ened by the possibility of 
suffering a failed marriage, 
Giulietta receives mixed ad- 
vice from friends, family and 
the spirit world. 

Where: Cultural Office of 
Italian Embassy, 2 Sanlitun 
Dong’eijie. When: March 28, 
7pm. Admission: free. Tel: 
65322187. 

French Movie - Fahrenheit 
451 

Directed by Francois Truf- 
faut (1932-1984), 1960, in 
English. Adopted from Ray 
Bradbury’s novel. 

Where: Space for Imagina- 
tion Coffee House, The Loft. 
When: March 23, 7pm (Cof- 
fee House), March 24, 3pm 
(The Loft). Tel: 62791280, 
65065592, 65017501. 


Swedish Film Week 

March 21, 2:15pm, open- 
ing ceremony, As White As in 
Snow (Troell, 2000, 150 min- 
utes). March 29, 6:30pm, Au- 
tumn Sonata (Bergman, 1978, 
97 minutes), Adult Behavior 
(Hemgren & Holm, 1999, 97 
minutes). March 30, 1:15pm, 
The Eye (Hogert, 1998, 114 
minutes), Tsatsiki, Mum and 
The Phliceman (Lemhagen, 
1999, 91 minutes). 6:30pm, 
Persona (Bergman, 1966, 81 
minutes), Under the Sun (Nut- 
ly, 1999, 130 minutes). 

Where: 3 Wenhuiyuanlu, 
Xiaoxitian, Haidian District. 
When: March 21-30. Ad- 
mission: 15-70 yuan. Tel: 
62250916, 62254422. 




International Tropical Culture 
Festival 

Tropical custom performance 
and the opening ceremony of the 
festival, March 23, 2-5pm. Movies 
night, March 24-29, 7:30pm. Violin 
concert, March 26, 7:30pm. Magic 
show, March 28, 7:30pm. The clos- 
ing ceremony, March 29, 7:30pm. 

Where: The Sun Crest Club, 
25 Ganluyuan Nanli, Chaoyang 
District. When: March 23-29. Tel: 
85263524. 

The 2nd Anniversary of The Loft 

One whole cow from the BBQ 
grill will be offered in the beer 
garden. Live entertainment and 
lucky draw. Enjoy a 50% discount 
on all food and beverage (except 
full bottle sales). Where: The Loft, 


4 Gongtibeilu, Chaoyang District. 
When: March 30. Tel: 65017501, 
65065637. 

Fashion Show: 

Hong Kong Fashion - Extrav- 
aganza In Beijing. Organized by 
Hong Kong Trade Development 
Council, the participant brands in- 
clude Miss K, Virginia Lau, Kevin 
Yeung, Episode, DSC, Sunmark, 
Biba, etc, altogether 33 brands 
will be there. Where: Kerry Cen- 
ter, Guanghualu, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. When: March 26-30. Tel: 
65101700. 

YPHH -Young Professionals Hap- 
py Hour 

Free beer. Live music. Meet old 
& new friends. Where: NYC Mu- 
sic Kitchen, 4F, Full Link Plaza, 
Chaowai Dajie. When: March 27, 
from 6:30pm. 



Chinese Culture Club 

Snorts 

| 
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Visit the Watchtower, the old city walls 
witness the downfall of the old neighbors. 
Take the last chance to see the local houses 
before they are gone forever. 

Where: meet at 1:50pm at the north side 
of Dongbianmen Watchtower (where is Red 
Gate Gallery located), tell the driver: Dong 
(1) Bian (4) Men (2), Chongwen District. 

When: March 30, Sat.2-3:30pm. 

Getting to know “Dream of Red the Man- 
sion” 

Hosted by Zhou Ruchang, who is believed 
to be the most famous living scholar and 
critic in China on the novel. “The easiest, 
most straightforward and fun way to learn 
about and understand Chinese people and 
their culture is to read “Hong Lou Meng 
(Dreams of Red Mansion),” said Zhou. He 
will conduct the lecture in Chinese and Eng- 
lish in some parts. English narration is pro- 
vided. Free of charge. 


antique furniture, next to Kongyiji Restau- 
rant, Houhai area. Opposite to Madam Songq- 
ingling’s Residence on the south side of the 
lake. When: March 23, Sat 2-4 pm. Tel: 
84622081/13501035145 (contact Feng Cheng). 
Website: www. chinesecultrueclub.org. 
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The Football Club 

A drama about Chinese football. 

Where: the Mini Theater of People’s Art 
Theater. When: March 25 - April 16, 7:15pm. 
Admission: 80 yuan. Tel: 65250123. 

Peking Opera 

Every Saturday, Beijing Fenglei Opera 
Troupe will give a Peking Opera perfor- 
mance, as Xiao Shang He, Jiu Jiang Kou, 
etc. When: March 23, 2:30pm. 

Every evening, Peking Opera perfor- 


mances will be shown, as Shi Yu Zhuo, Ba 
Wang Bie Ji, Xiao Fang Niu, Qiu Jiang, etc. 
When: March 22-29, 7:30pm. Where: Hu- 
guang Guild Hall, 3 Hufanglu, Xuanwu Dis- 
trict. Admission: 100-180 yuan, 200-380 
yuan VIP. Tel: 63518284. 

Opera: Nong Chen 

Where: National Library Concert Hall, 
33 Zhonguancun Nandajie, Haidian Dis- 
trict. When: march 23, 2:30pm. Admis- 
sion: 10-30 yuan. Tel: 88545348. 


King of the Mountain 

A bike trip/race of 22km. 

When: March 23. Fee: 10 yuan. 
How to join: sign up at Wizheng 
Bike Shop (red roofed bike shop 
near Ritan Park) or send a mail 
at vlevbjing@mail.netchina.com.cn 
ASAP. 

Super Football Fans? 

The Club Football Bar, Beijing’s 
pace-setting football, theme bar & 
restaurant. Big Screen. Exclusive 
memorabilia signed by some of the 
world’s top players. 

Mar 23, Saturday, 10:55pm, 
English Premiership match; Mar 


24, Sunday, 9:55pm, Liverpool 
vs Chelsea; 11:55pm, Fulham vs 
Tottenham Hotspurs. All Live 
& English Premiership! Add: 
Club Football Bar, No. 10 Taip- 
ingzhuang, near Red House Ho- 
tel, Chunxiulu, Dongzhimenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. Tel: 
64150988/64167786. 

Beijing Hash House Harriers - 
The Drinking Club with a Run- 
ning Problem 

Hares: Glenda and Ratchuck- 
er. Where: from Mexican Wave 
2:30pm or Sino-Swiss Hotel 3pm. 
Fee: 100 yuan. 


The Great Taste of Coffee 

Come and enjoy great flavored 
coffee. Where: Lobby Bar and 
Lounge, Hilton Hotel Beijing. When: 
Till April 4. Tel: 64662288-7304. 



Abalone for dinner 


Abalone for Dinner 

Shark’s fin soup. 

Where: Dynasty Jade Garden, 
the State Guest Hotel Presidential 
Plaza. When: till March 31. Fee: 
580 - 980 yuan. Tel: 68005588. 

Guitar Serenades 

The cafe will romance diners 
with a live guitarist singing coun- 
try songs and love ballads. Free. 

Where: Cabo Cafe, 24 

Jianguomenwai Dajie, in the 
courtyard of Overseas Chinese Vil- 
lage, Chaoyang District. When: 
every Wednesday, Thursday. Tel: 
65156826. 
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Leisurely Getaway 


alities. Great Wall researcher Luo 
Zhewen argued the wall at Fen- 
ghuang proved the existence of a 
southern Great Wall. 

The ancient Huang Si Qiao (ft 
Yellow Thread Bridge) City, 30 
kilometers west of Fenghuang, has 
also witnessed conflicts in the Ming 
Dynasty. Built in 686 (Tang Dy- 
nasty), the city once served as the 
most important pass of the South- 
ern Great Wall. Watchtowers at four 
entrances are all preserved as at- 
tractions for tourists. 

Shanjiang (ll|>J) Village, 23 ki- 
lometers from Fenghuang, presents 
typical Miao customs. Every third 


and eighth day of the month accord- 
ing to the Chinese lunar calendar, a 
fair is held. Locals in traditional cos- 
tume gather in the village center. 

Getting to Fenghuang : Train to 
Changsha, then bus to Ji Shou ( pf 
ft), capital of Hunan Xiangxi Miao 
and Tujia autonomous regions; one 
more bus to Fenghuang (6 yuan, 
6am-8pm daily). 

Getting to Huang Si Qiao: Taxi 
(Santana) to the city, 80 yuan; or 
minibus to Alaying (2 yuan), then 
taxi to the city (10 yuan). 

Getting to Shanjiang Village : Bus 
from Fenghuang to the village (3 
yuan) 


As all eight 
watering holes 
were sites of 
Buddhist temples, 
the emperors 
could not behave 
so freely as in 
their more famous 
imperial gardens. 


by Jiang Zhong 

T he Beijing area water 
shortage has been 
around a while longer 
than you might think of. 
Emperors of old days enjoyed 
nothing more than racing off to 
the outskirts of the dry city to 
one of its eight natural springs. 

Beijingers know the springs 
as the Ba Da Shui Yuan (Eight 
Great Water Yards). It was prob- 
ably Jin Dynasty (1115-1234) 
Emperor Zhangzong (1190-1201) 
that transformed the whole exer- 
cise into a kind of Buddhist rite. 

For students of Chinese, all 
eight are distinguishable by the 
distinct PfE “yuan” at the end of 
their names: 

• Sheng Shui Yuan (^tRPjc 
Y ard of Holy Water) 

• Xiang Shui Yuan (§7 RPtc 
Y ard of Fragrant Water) 

• Jin Shui Yuan (;# 7 RPtc Yard 
of Golden Water) 

• Qing Shui Yuan (>§ tRPjc 
Y ard of Clear Water) 

• Tan Shui Yuan (>!=[7RP7c Yard 
of Pool Water) 

• Quan Shui Yuan (J^tRPjc 
Y ard of Spring Water) 

• Shuang Shui Yuan (^RtRPtc 
Y ard of Tale Water) 

• Ling Shui Yuan (MtRPjc Yard 
of Miraculous Water) 

As all eight were sites of Bud- 
dhist temples, the emperors could 
not behave so freely as in their 
more famous imperial gardens. 
They drank tea, wrote poems or 
composed paintings in the tem- 
ple yards or “yuan”. This yuan 
is thus different to the H§ yuan” 
of g| (Yi He Yuan) or @ Bf| H 
(Yuan Ming Yuan), signaling the 
emperors’ respect for Buddhism. 

All eight survive in one form 
or another today: six in Haidian 
District, one in Shijingshan and 
another in Mentougou. 

Day tour to attractions 

Tan Shui Yuan in the Fra- 
grant Hill is nearest to town. 
Two springs supply water all 
year round. A rock beside them 
bears two Chinese characters 
“Shuang Qing” (5R>t Double 
Clear Streams), the calligraphy of 
Emperor Qianlong (1736-1796). 

After the Hebei Province flood 
of 1917, government official Xiong 
Xiling set up a charity school for 
orphaned children and built the 
Shuang Qing Villa on the tem- 
ple ruins for his family. Mao Ze- 
dong lived here between March 
and November 1949 before com- 
ing down to Zhongnanhai. The 
villa has a Chinese language ex- 
hibition of Mao’s life. Originally 
an imperial garden, Xiang Shan 
Gong Yuan around the villa is a 
popular spring retreat. 

Built in 1746, the Jing Yi gar- 
den was destroyed in 1860 by the 
Eight Allied Forces. It was said peo- 
ple who climb Gui Jian Chou (%L, 
JYL S Worry the Devil), the highest 
hill here, are protected from being 


Beautiful City of Rare Minorities 


Ming Zhao Cave at Rui Yun Entrance to Rui Yun An 

An in the Sheng Shui Yuan 
once served as the hall of 
the temple 


Divine Inspiration 

Follow in footsteps of emperors around city’s watering holes 


Stone bridge at the tomb of 
Prince Chun (Xiang Shui 
Yuan) 


Yu Yuan Tan Park 


Pavilion at Tao Ran Ting 
Park 


Prince Chun once supervised over the construction of the Summer Palace. He married the Empress Dowager CixVs younger sister Rong’er. His tomb followed the style of those of 
the Qing emperors Photos by Zhao Shiyu 


taken to hell by devils. 

Northwest of Fragrant Hill 
stands the well-preserved Jade 
Cloud Temple (Hz^# Bi Yun Si) 
with its 34.7-meter, Indian-style 
stupa of picture postcard famil- 
iarity. After Sun Yatsen’s death 
in 1925, his remains were stored 
in the rear hall of the temple, 
now Sun’s Memorial Hall. They 
were later moved to Nanjing. 

Five hundred Arhat statues 
are housed in the southern hall. 
Statues of emperors Kangxi and 
Qianlong are also included. Num- 
ber 295 is Kangxi. Number 360 
is Qianlong. 

Fragrant Hill Park can fill a 
long morning. If including Gui 
Jian Chou, add two more hours. 

Getting to Fragrant Hill Park: 
Buses 333, 360 from the Sum- 
mer Palace to the park 

Open : park 6am-7pm; temple 
8am-4pm 

Admittance : park 5 yuan; vil- 
la 3 yuan; temple 10 yuan 

For an afternoon, Sheng Shui 
Yuan and Xiang Shui Yuan are 
recommended. Rui Yun An (S 
iSJS Blessing Cloud Convent) 
stands on the ruins of Sheng 
Shui Yuan with a pagoda and an- 
cient cave. 

The 2-meter pagoda stands on 
a rock on the right of the ruins 
of the nunnery’s main entrance. 


The seven-story pagoda is deco- 
rated with stone carvings. 

Behind the ruins, the Ming 
Zhao (BfjM lightning) Cave has 
stories. It was said the cave had 
three chambers, with treasure 
hidden in the last. A shrine and 
a dry well are found in the first 
two chambers. But stones block 
the entrance to the last. Locals 
say vipers protect the last. 

To the south stands a must 
for a one-day tour: Xiang Shui 
Yuan. Fa Yun Si (Magic Cloud 
Temple) was originally built here 
in the Tang Dynasty (618-907). 
In 1868, the temple was rebuilt 
into the tomb of Prince Chun 
(seventh son of the Emperor Dao- 
guang, 1821-1851). The construc- 
tion was finished in 1874. The 
owner moved in in 1890. 

A stone bridge, tablet pavilion, 
steep steps and ancient pines lend 
the tomb site a mysterious air. 

Li Yunfu, 74, spent his child- 
hood in the village nearby. He 
said the tomb was robbed by 
Dongbei warlord Zhao Da in the 
winter of 1937. 

Zhao corroded the stone block 
with sulfuric acid, Li said. Villag- 
ers had a chance to see the under- 
ground chamber the next day. The 
red painted coffin gleamed. Spring 
water ran through two channels 
either side of the coffin. 


Getting to Xiang Shui Yuan: 

Return to the Summer Palace 
after Fragrant Hill, then bus 346 
to Cao Chang (JpEJ - ). Walk along 
the opposite mountain path one 
kilometer to Xiang Shui Yuan 
(the path begins at Haidian Boil- 
er Factory 

Tip : The apricots by the path 
blossom this time of year. 

Getting to Sheng Shui Yuan: 
Return to the bus stop; take bus 
346 to Che Er Ying ($^g). A 
mountain road runs across the 
village. Walk along the road 40 
minutes to Sheng Shui Yuan. 

Tips : two old pine trees en 
route catch the eye. 

Badly damaged or occupied by 
governmental departments, the 
remaining yuans don’t deserve a 
visit. 

Private Gardens 
to Public Parks 

After 1949, the emperors’ pro- 
prietary gardens and even their 
homes were opened to the public. 
The most famous include Beihai, 
Jingshan, the Summer Palace, 
the Forbidden City, the Temple 
of Heaven and Zhongshan Park, 
a part of the Forbidden City. 

The government also restored 
another 29 parks. Each offers 
a leisurely getaway and spring 
tour. The following are recom- 


mended for this spring: 

Tao Ran Ting Park (^^9^111) 
Park of pavilions 

Tao Ran - an easy life - from 
the poem of Tang Dynasty poet 
Bai Juyi. Thirty-six pavilions are 
in the park, 10 borrowed from 
outer provinces. The Tao Ran Pa- 
vilion was built by Qing artisan 
Jiang Zao in 1695. 

Where: 19 Tai Ping Jie (yfc^p^j), 
Xuanwu District 
Open: 6am-9pm 
Admittance: 2 yuan 
Ling Long Park 
Park of exquisite design 

In 1576, Ming (1368-1644) 
Emperor Shenzong built Ci Shan 
(kindness and mercy) Temple to 
celebrate his mother’s 60th birth- 
day. Twelve pagodas were once 
here. Fire burnt down 11 and the 
temple itself in 1875. The 60-me- 
ter, 13-story survivor has 3,000 
chimes. Complex carvings adorn 
the pagoda. All those below the 
third story were damaged during 
the Cultural Revolution. 

Where: Ci Shan Si, Ba Li Zhuang 
U V JUJ®, Haidian District 
Admittance: free 
Yu Yuan Tan Park (3E>Jfr)l^|I|) 
Park of cherry blossom 

The park came into being dur- 
ing the Jin Dynasty (1115-1234). 
Emperor Zhangzong (1190-1201) 
who developed the Eight Great 


Water Yards, fished here every 
spring and summer in one of 
the three lakes. Emperor Qian- 
long built a temporary palace, to- 
day’s Diaoyutai Guesthouse, in 
the northeast. Every April, the 
park is stuffed with cherry-blos- 
som admirers. 

Where: north of the military 
museum, or behind the CCTV 
building 

Open: 6am-8pm 
Admittance: 2 yuan (might 
be higher during cherry-blossom 
festival) 

Shuang Xiu Park 0R^£HS) 

Park of Japanese style 

Built in 1984, the park serves 
as the symbol of communication 
between China and Japan. The 
Cui Shi (Jade Stone) Garden 
houses artificial hills and com- 
plexes made in Japan. 

Where: Ma Dian (^faj), Bei- 
sanhuan Xilu, Xicheng District 
Open: 6am-9:30pm 
Admittance: 0.2 yuan 
Liu Yin Park ($PM^@) 

Park of willows 

Seventy varieties of willow in- 
habit spring, summer, autumn and 
winter gardens. Residences of South 
China style scatter the park. 

Where: Huangsi Dajie (HtF^ 
£tr), Dongcheng District 
Open: 6am-9pm 
Admittance: 1 yuan 


Residence built over the Tuo River 


by Jiang Zhong 

New Zealand poet Rewi Alley 
(1897-1987) said that Fenghuang 
(MS) of western Hunan was one 
of the two most beautiful cities in 
China (the other being Changting, 
Fujian). 

Tujia, Miao and Han nationali- 
ties inhabit Fenghuang. The old city 
stands by the Tuo River. Locally 
dubbed diao jiao lou (ffiBP® bracket 
tower), stilted residences reach out 
over the river. 

Beside the towers stands the 
north entrance to the city. A bridge 
in front of the entrance links the 
north and south banks of the river. 


The bridge once featured only loose 
planks. Locals had to jump from one 
plank to another to cross the river, 
hence the name Tiao Yan (Stepping 
Stone). Even today, people must 
turn sideways to pass each other if 
they meet at the middle. 

Built in 1615, a 190-kilometer 
defensive wall, Bian Qiang (side 
wall), surrounds the city mostly on 
mountain ridges. During the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644), the Miao na- 
tionality refused to be governed by 
the imperial court. 

Conflicts broke out. The Ming 
government built the wall to isolate 
the Miao from surrounding nation- 






